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Soviets charge West with 

| iemigofy over human rights 

MOSCOW, March 17 (AT). — The chief Soviet delegate 
to fen UdgRUlS ■ conference charged on today that the 
West had engaged in “unremitting demagogy” over hu- 
man rights- at the just-completed Helsinki review meet- 
ing. The SovIet official, Yuli M. Vorontsov, asserted that 
throughout the Belgrade gathering delegations from the 
United ■States and other Western nations “bent their 
efforts -diverting the meeting into die channel of psy- 
chological warfare. At times the positions of these 
delegation* called to mind the cold-war period very 
' gmch badeed.” Vorontsov told a news conference. 
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Bomb kills two near Bi 


BILBAO, Spain, March 17 (AP). — A bomb kfflerf two 
persons today and Injured 10 others at the Lemoniz 
Nudear Energy Plant under construction outside Bilbao, 
plant officials said. The blast came 10 minutes after a 
telephone caller told officials at the $H>. plant where 
two U-S. Westinghouse Corp. reactors are being installed 
yimt a bomb would go off. Police said they suspected die 
Basque separatist organisation ETA which has launched 
a series of bomb attacks against fee 70 per cent comple- 
ted p j»"f Demonstrators Sunday called for ETA to Mow 
up the plant before the reactors begin operating next 
year. 
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Meet 


80 fito; Syria 88 pliwtrea; Lebanon 78 piastre* * 
1 rfyal; UAE 1 dtriran; Greet Britain 28 


■Cubans hail 
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: nal Vj. ' ADtOBI, Kenya. March 17 
p.v.QfeiP). — Cuba’s Foreign Minls- 
< 1 (%r feMrara Mahnierca Peoli ar- 

• - !v ^-ved in Addis Ababa today 

haDed Efeiqpla’* victory 
:■ .. w ,. 'Qf^/ar Somali Jforces that invad- 
; n "^ Sy die Ogaden as a triumph for 

■ a bilit y in Africa. 

" % sc The expulsion of the Somalis 

"" UKt the Ogaden, said Peoli, 
us a “contribution to the 
.. juggle of all African people 

“he prisojar peace and stability In the 
Sntinent since attempts to 
t borders, by force have 

:i "ip:t3j 55501 rejected.'* 

’ The Somali forces who oc- 

' bjpied the Ogaden' in a bid to 
ih'conex it, were crushed this 
■ ”> tunr .15 wonth by an Ethiopian counter- 
dtj Offensive feat was reportedly 
'jearheaded by 'some of the 
1,000 Cabans troops tn the 

■ 'Mmflk’Sg- 

who was :qnoted by 
- .i- o..i|« ffidal Ethiopian Radio, made 
1 : .j V i*> direct refermce -to. the part 
1 ;• v: Jayed by the Cubans In the 
y^gaden war, beyond saying 
• j victory was “achieved wife the 
. .. I'^-ilp of several countries.” 
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Church leaders 
condemn “vicious 
circle of 
in M E. 


• - • -EKEVA. Switzerland, ■ March 
/(AP). — The World Council 

- * v Churches (WCC) Friday ch- 
~ yacterised Israel’s attack on 

V > ^alestine Liberation Oxg an isa- 
' .on (PLO) guerrilla strongbol- 
* in south Lebanon as "avid- 
' , tis circle of violence.” 

..flna statement issued today, 
■ - //ke organisation expressed “in- 

' ylgnatlon at the massive Isra- 
fP'V ii invasion of Lebanon” and 
died on both parties to peace- 
v '^v?lly resolve the Middle East 
y \ ^onffict. 

■ “We cannot conceive that 

vicious circle of violence 
r ever be solved unless all 

- ^firtfes involved insist equally 
the need to respect se- 

are and recognised borders for 
'ie state of Israel and upon 
. * ;w need to recognise and im- 
lenient Palestinians’ rights to 
^-determination and to th- 
, own homeland.” 

I U Also critical of Israel was 
:ie Middle East Council of Ch- 
rches (MECQ which, through 
. .vs'ifCC headquarters here, called 
s;Ti the country to “realise once 
ad for all that its security and 
in the region cannot be 
jlfiHed” by violent means. 

The WCC has close to 300 
rotestant and Orthodox roem- 
er churches in more than 90 
Simtries. 



H ! , POPE CRITICIZES 
l^iSRAEU BOMBING 

' mTf j ATICAN CITY, March T7 
’ ‘ — Pop® Paul VI criticised 

, r 1 ‘jfriday the “indlscrUninate bo- 
|Nf gibing by Israel of unarmed 
jl'.* , 'eople in refugee, camps and 
Lebanese cities’’ in "a tel^ram 
■ ‘ \jf condolences to fee Apostolic 
B^funicio to Lebanon, the Vatt 
fen announced. 

l vThe telegram, signed by Se- 
1 xetary of State Chrd iiwl Jean 
- lUot, said the Pope was “de- 

< ply saddened for the victims 

. * aused in such large . number” 
■ ’y the bombings. / . 

l ft said the pontiff extended 
^is condolences “to authorities 
v’nd the famili es of the Lebane- 
se and Palestinian victims." 
r? The pope bad sent a s im i l ar 
." elegram of condolences to Is- 
; aeii authorities following fee 
‘alestihxan attack- on a bus oe- 
■: ween Tel Aviv and' Haifa last 
•° ; 'raek. 
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^ CTGLONE HITS 
NEW DELHI 

■ JEW DELHI, March 17 (Agen- 
vfts). At least , a dozen peo- 
ple were killed in Delhi when 
y-\. cyclone hit the northem part 
-if' the caphal' this-; evening: 

■ _ Vehicles- were .! overturned, 
vises uprooted and. 'xooves 
,^bw& off. ‘ 

It was fee first time in living 
riiemoiy feat Delhi .las been: 
.lit by a qycJohe.. 

' . Unconffxmed reports quoted 
■’by Samadhar new agency said 
more than. 100 woe injured. 



The dead are removed from two ears struck by Israeli sfaeflfire on 
fee coastal highway of southern Lebanon early Friday. The cars 
were packed wife Lebanese refugees fleeing fee fi ghti ng in the 
south. CAP wirephoto) 

U.S. calls for Israeli 
withdrawal, favours 
U.N. buffer force 


As fighting continues for third day 

King appeals for decisive Arab 
action on Lebanon situation 

AMMAN, March 17 (Agencies). — His Majesty King Hussein tonight called for an urgent Arab summit for consultation and 
agreement on an urgent and deep-reaching programme of action to face up to the Israeli occupation of south Lebanon and to 
prevent the perpetuation of this new occupation. In a nation-wide speech, broadcast over Jordan Television and Radio the King 
called on the Arab leaders to rise to their national responsibility in order that the Arab nation may not continue to “see itself 
being eroded bit by bit, its limbs being chopped off and its honour humiliated, without being able to prevent or stop this.’’ 


WASHINGTON, March 17 (R). 
— The United States last night 
called on Israel to withdraw 
its forces Cram southern Leb- 
anon and said it favoured st- 
ationing United Nations peace- 
keeping troops in the area. 

“We expect Israel to withd- 
raw and we have made our vie- 
ws in this respect known to the 
Israeli government," a stateme- 
nt issued on behalf of Presi- 
dent Carter said. 

But a State Department sp- 
okesman declined to say whe- 
ther Israel would have to with- 
draw before, after or simultane- 
ously with introduction of new 
security arrangements in the 
100-km-long belt in southern 
Lebanon seized by Israeli tro- 
ops earlier this week. 

U.Sw wiH support Lebanon 

“The territorial integrity of 
,I.ehBnon remains of fundamen- 
tal concern to the United Sta- 
tes,” the statement said. 

Spokesman Hodding Carter 
said the United States would 
support Le b anon’s call today 
for an emergency United Nat- 
ions Security Council meeting 
to discuss the Israeli raids. 

- The U.S. also would support 
a Security Council resolution 
that called for stationing inte- 
rnational peacekeeping forces in 
the area, he said. 

But he indicated opposition 
to any resolution calling only 
for Israeli withdrawal and not 
for new security measures for 
the re g i o n. 


“There has to be adequate se- 
curity in southern Lebanon. We 
expect Israel to withdraw," the 
spokesman told reporters. 

The statement deplored the 
newest cycle of violence in the 
Middle East beginning with the 
guerrilla attack on Israel last 
Saturday and continuing with 
Israel’s retaliatory military ac- 
tion which resulted in “the tra- 
gic loss of innocent civilian li- 
nes in Lebanon ...” 

Israel will study 
proposals 

Israel will carefully weigh 
the U.S. proposal for replacing 
Israeli occupying forces in sou- 
thern. Lebanon with UJJ. pea- 
cekeeping troops, Israeli Defen- 
se Minister Ezer'Weizman said 
today in Jerusalem. 

Officials said fee proposal 
would take a central place in 
Prime Minister Menacbem Bo- 
gin’s talks in Was hin gton early 
next week with UB. President 
jimmy Carter. 

Privately, many officials ga- 
ve the idea a chilly reception. 

Weizman told reporters tou- 
ring the 932-sq.-km. enclave Is- 
rael captured in 18 hours of 
fighting Tuesday that Israel 
would “examine anything that 
is likely to lead to a solution." 

Begin has said Israel will 
maintain control of the enclave 
untO it comes to an agreement 
“with all the parties concern- 
ed” ensuring that Palestinian 
guerrillas are kept out of the 
area. 


Italian 
hunt for 


police 

Moro’s 


During the past few days. 
King Hussein continued, Israeli 
forces of aggression have mo- 
ved into Lebanon’s southern 
areas and forcefully occupied 
a large portion of Lebanese 
territory, imposing a new po- 
litical, geographical and milit- 
ary fait accompli on the Arab 
Nation and the world. 

In the face of this, the world 
has neither moved nor deno- 
unced this event audibly and 
effectively. Nor has “our Arab 
World taken an organised or 
brave step to repulse the Isra- 
eli aggression, or prevent it 
and stop the massacre of which 
the Palestinians are the vic- 
tims.” 

The King recalled that he 
bad personally warned in suc- 
cessive Arab summits before 
and after the July 1967 catas- 
trophe against Zionist ambi- 
tions m the river sources in 
south Lebanon and the source 
of the Jordan River itself, sa- 
ying this was a grave situation 
that would bear careful watch- 
ing unless Lebanon was provid- 
ed with all the necessary mea- 
ns for its defence and protec- 
tion. 

The King deplored what he 
called the atmosphere of lethar- 
gy, fossilisation and indifference 
dominating the Arab attitude. 

Hie Arab leaderships should 
answer these questions today 
in a responsible, courageous 
and wise manner, without use- 
less passion, rancour against 
one’s self and brother and pla- 
cing the blame on others. King 
Hussein added. 

Calling for an urgent Arab 
summit to agree on an urgent 
and deep programme of action. 
His Majesty urged that Arab 
leaderships should not let the 
new Lebanese catastrophe pass 
without confronting it in order 
to prevent perpetuation of the 
new Israeli occupation. 

The King warned that an Ar- 
ab summit would not be deep- 
ly effective unless all parties 
concerned commit themsel- 
ves to confront the Israeli ex- 

massive 


mount 

kidnappers in 
a desperate race against time 


ROME, March 17 (Agencies) 
— Police made house-to-house' 
searches in Rome today ip the 
hunt for ex-Premier Aide- Moro 
and his Red Brigades guerrilla 
kidnappers. 

The police theory was that 
the 12 dbductors of Signor Mo- 
no, 61, went into hiding close 
to the place where they grabb- 
ed him . and shot dead his five 
bodyguards yesterday. 

. More than 1,000 policemen, 
tome in bullet-proof vests, fa- 
nned out through the Monte 
Mario district of Rome after 


a court authorised the search 
of homes in the locality. 

Earlier today a bloodstained 
car was found on a street in the 
area. Police believed the blo- 
od was that of a kidnapper, al- 
though they did not discount 
the possibility feat Signor Mo- 
ro was hurt. 

Five times prenjier, and now 
president of the ruling Chris- 
tian Democrats, he has been 
widely tipped as the next pre- 
sident 

Christian Democrat Premier 
Giulio Andreotti, newly voted 


Dollar continues slide 
against Japanese gen 


TOKYO, March 17 (Agencies) 
— Senior Japanese government 
officials said today their coun- 
try might have to take unila- 
teral action to curb exports af- 
ter fee dollar closed at its lo- 
west postwar level of 230 yen. 

Following the yen’s continu- 
ous advance against the doBar 
in spite of heavy Bank of Ja- 
pan intervention, fee officials 
said Japan would like to coope- 
rate with the United States and 
West Germany in finding means 
to prop up the sagging U.S. 
currency. 

After falling to a record low 
against the yen in Tokyo today, 
fee . dollar plunged ev- 
en farther against the 

strong Japanese currency 
when European foreign exchan- 
ges opened for the day. 

The dollar closed in Tokyo 
at 230.025 yen, and fell further 
at the optoing in Frankfurt 
'where it began the day at a 
record opening low of 229.65 
yen. One West German dealer 


warned feat the dollar’s decline 
against the yen was “not ov- 
er yet.” 

The dollar also fen against 
other major currencies, the fi- 
fth consecutive day the US. 
currency has fallen on world 
foreign exchanges. Gold prices, 
meanwhile, opened higher. 

Arabs raged to hang on 

In Kuwait the investment 
advisor of fee Kuwait 
government Thursday urged Ar- 
ab investors to retain their do- 
llar investments. 

“It is in fee best interests of 
Arab investors to retain their 
investments in the dollar, since 
any transfer into other currenci- 
es will certainly involve them 
in losses,” Khalld Abu Saud 
told a local magazine. 

Furthermore, interest rates 
are higher in fee dollar," ad- 
ded Atm Saud who has the of- 
ficial title of Chief Investment 
Adviser of fee Government of 
Kuwait 


into office by a majority inc- 
luding the Communists for the 
first time in 31 years, summon- 
ed leaders of the five majority 
parties to chart tough anti- 
terrorist policies. Signor Moro 
had been one of the main arch- 
itects of the pact under which 
the Communists agreed to jo- 
in fee pro-government majority 
in exchange for an equal role 
as the other four parties in co- 
ntributing to cabinet policies 
and monitoring their fulfillment 

A group of five state prose- 
cutors worked around fee clo- 
ck to coordinate investigations. 
Chief Prosecutor Giovanni di 
. Matteo said the government mi- 
ght consider proclaiming a “st- 
ate of public danger" under wh- 
ich habeas corpus provisions 
would be suspended de facto 
. and arrests could be quickly de- 
cided by government commiss- 
aries. 

Some 20 hours after fee 12 
commandos snatched Italy’s 
most influential politician, au- 
thorities said they believed the 
group and their victim were 
still inside Rome but they had 
no precise clue as to their wh- 
ereabouts. 

A series of anonymous calls 
to news media in various citi- 
es claimed responsibility for 
fee Red Brigades, the most fe- 
ared urban guerrilla group that 
rejects the '“Euro communist" 

policies of the huge Communist 
Party as a sell-out of genuine 
Marxist revolution and dictator- 
ship of the proletariat 

One telephone call in Turin 
a few hours after the kidnapp- 
ing threatened Signor Moro wo- 
uld be killed within 48 hours 
unless some 20 jailed -terrorists, 
including 15 Red Brigade chiefs 
On trial in Turin, were released. 
Another message in Naples in 
fee evening said Moro had been 
"executed”. 


pension --a national commi- 
tment not only confined to the 
Palestinian people or fee confr- 
ontation states but embracing 
the whole Arab nation. 

He said Arab effort should, 
in addition to facing fee latest 
developments, aim at working 
out a long-term, impartial and 
factual plan, taking into acco- 
unt, sincerely and responsibly, 
the Arab and international re- 
alities as well as fee balance of 
powers, and to mobilise Arab 
potential within the framework 
of this plan. 

SIX MORE BASES 
FALL 

Israel mounted lethal air st- 
rikes, tank assaults and parat- 
roop landings behind naval mi- 
ssile barrages today, routing 
guerrillas from six more Pal- 
estinian strongholds in south 
Lebanon. 

Independent observers repo- 
rted a helicopter borne Isra- 
eli force landed at the Medite- 
rranean village of Aadloun, 22 
miles north of fee Israeli bor- 
der, and blew up a marine ba- 
se for the Popular Front for 
fee Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). 

As paratroopers locked in 
hand-to-hand combat with Dr. 
George Habash’s PFLP guerri- 
llas in the Aadloun base, other 
Israelis set up checkpoints at 
the coastal highway and seized 
six cars loaded wife fleeing 
refugees from fee southern po- 
rt city of Tyre, observers rep- 
orted. 

One observer said the car 
occupants were held under co- 
ver pending fee completion of 
the operation that began early 
in the afternoon behind a two- 
hour missile bombardment fr- 
om four Israeli navy gunboats. 

But an anti-guerrilla radio 
station run by rightwing Chris- 
tians in Beirut claimed all 20 
fleeing refugees were taken pr- 
isoner by fee Israelis after fee 
PFL P ba se was dynamited. 

. A PFLP statement in Beirut 
acknowledged fee Israeli lan- 
ding, but claimed guerrilla de- 
fenders beat back the assault, 
suffering only one dead and 
two wounded. 

This was the second landing 
in the same spot in 10 hours. 
The first, according to Palest- 
inian guerrillas, was a seabor- 
ne raid overnight that rocket- 
ed two other cars of fleeing re- 
fugees from Tyre. 


Waldheim 
says he is 
available 
to help 

UNITED NATIONS, March 17 
(AP). — UN. Secretary General 
Kurt Waldheim, in a letter to 
the Security Council Thursday 
night, expressed his “readiness 
to belp in any possible way” 
to overcome fee present Middle 
East criais- 

The letter was Waldheim's 
reaction to communications fr- 
om Arab leaders and organisa- 
tions, some of them attached to 
it, that asked him or the coun- 
cil for action to stop the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon and secure 
Israeli withdrawal. 

But since Waldheim himself 
did not ask that the Council 
take fee issue up, his move se- 
emed to fall short of fee exer- 
cise of the Secretary General’s 
power under the UN. charter 
to bring to its attention any 
matter be considered likely to 
threaten international peace 
and security. 

He said “every effort must 
be made to put an end to the 
current crisis” but said a “cy- 
cle of violence” was likely to 
continue until there was a com- 
prehensive settlement meeting 
“the legitimate aspirations of 
all fee governments and people 
of the area.” 


KhixMiwn mw»tg Sarlriy 

Syrian Foreign Minister Abd- 
ul Halim Khaddam met Lebane- 
se President Elias Sarkis in fee 
Presidential Palace today. 

Mr. Khaddam said Syrian Pr- 
esident Hafez Assad had sent 
a message of support to Pre- 
sident Sarkis reaffirming his co- 
untry’s support of Lebanon “in 
the wake of Israeli aggression.” 

At the United Nations Israel 
and Lebanon both sought a me- 
eting of the UN. Security Co- 
uncil today to discuss recent 
developments along their joint 
border. 

Israel complained about ’’co- 
ntinuous acts of terror and vi- 
olence” carried out from Leba- 
non in order to sabotage Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. It stres- 
sed it was not complaining ab- 
out Lebanon itself. 

The Lebanese delegation to 
the UN. said it would make 
an official request for a meet- 
ing. 

Syrian air defences alerted 

Syria put its entire air defe- 
nce system on alert wife orde- 
rs for prompt intervention to 
defend any area under peace- 
keepers’ control in Lebanon ag- 
ainst- Israeli attacksr*the com- 
mander of the Syrian backed 
Saiqa guerrilla group announ- 
ced at fee Presidential Pala- 
ce, 

Syrian MiG-21 interceptors 
were flying constant patrols al- 
ong the Lebanese Syrian bord- 
er, ready to intervene in Leba- 
non, said Zuhair Mohsen, who 
also is fee head of the Military 
Department of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation. 

Reporters at the hilltop pal- 
ace overlooking fee capital sa- 
id the roar of warplanes flying 
at high altitude was heard as 
Mohsen spoke. But no one 
could tell whether the planes 
were Syrian or Israeli. 

Guerrillas in south Lebanon 
told an American photograph- 
er they had found the tail of 
an Israeli rocket, bearing Hebr- 
ew markings, laying near fee 
two blown-up cars. They said 
the corpses of women, children 
and men in fee two cars were 
so badly mangled by fee ex- 
plosions that a body count was 
difficult One unconfirmed rep- 
ort spake of 20 dead. 

Reporters saw pieces of hu- 
man flesh at the edges of a bl- 
anket thrown over the wrecka- 
ge to cover the carnage on the 
coastal highway. 

Aadloun is midway between 
Tyre, 12 miles north of the 
Israeli border, and the port 

Fighting 

crusader 

rocket 

QLEFA, Occupied Lebanon, 
March 17 (AP). — Israeli artil- 
lery and air power pummeled 
guerrilla targets in southern 
Lebanon Friday, the third day 
of Israeli occupation, in a mop- 
ping up operation that seemed 
to independent observers to be 
far from over. 

in fee eastern sector of the 
932 sq. km. Israeli enclave 
toured by a reporter, fighting 
concentrated on remain ing gue- 
rrilla strongholds north of 
Beaufort castle about five miles 
northwest of fee Israeli town 
of MetuJIa. 

The military c ommand in Tel 
Aviv had no comment on re- 
ports from Beirut of an Israeli 
commando operation near the 
seaport of Tyre, to the west 

Across the Israeli border, a 
guerrilla-fired Katyusha rocket 
smashed into a house but cau- 
sed no injuries. Civil guards- 
men reported other rockets 
around neighbouring settlem- 
ents. 


city of Sidon, 25 miles farther 
north. 

TH»Ine said captured 

The rocket attack occurred 
seven miles below fee southern- 
most position of Syrian-domin- 
ated Arab league peacekeeping 
forces: 

Observers reported Israeli he- 
licopters landed paratroopers 
at two other villages north and 
east of Tyre, where radical gu- 
errillas are believed to mainta- 
in rocket launching bases. 

Official reports reaching the 
Presidential Paine' in Beirut 
said Israeli paratroopers captu- 
red fee strategic tank-ringed 
guerrilla stronghold of TTbnine 
at mid-day after a savage air 
and tank-gun bombardment 
that left much of the town 
ablaze. 

Tfbnine’s fall brought Israeli 
forces pushing we st w ard from 
the slopes of Mount Heranon cl- 
ose to a link up with invading 
units advancing island from 
Mediterranean beach heads, 
five miles south of Tyre. 

a The link up would seal off a 
seven mile guerrilla-free bufer 
zone stretching along 40 miles 
on Israel’s northern flank in 
south Lebanon. 

The rightist "Voice of Leba- 
non” radio station reported an 
Israeli para troop landing in ly- 
re itself after a murderous ba- 
rrage from missileboats that 
wrecked large parts of the Bi- 


blical city, including its famous 
fish market. Guerrillas denied 
fee report. 

Israeli armour shook off gue- 
rrilla “counterattack tactics" 
and captured four Palestinian 
strongholds around Tibnine be- 
fore closing fee ring. 


BRITAIN SUPPORTS 
UJ5. PROPOSALS 

LONDON, March 17 (AP). 
— Britain today backed 
President Carter’s call for 
Israel to withdraw Its tro- 
ops from south Lebanon, 
possibly to be replaced by 
an international peace-keep- 
ing force. 

A foreign office statement 
said Britain had already as- 
sured the Lebanese govern- 
ment of Its “continuing full 
support for Lebanon’s full 
Independence and territorial 
integrity. 

"The threat to Israel's se- 
curity from terrori st activity 
hi south Lebanon can hi 
out view most effectively be 
countered by the establish- 
ment of an international for- 
ce with the Lebanese go- 
vernment's support,” the 
statement said. 


PLO appeals to Sadat 
for end to “boycott” 


NICOSIA, Qyprus, March 17 
(AP). — The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation appealed to 
Egyptian President Anwar Sa- 
dat Thursday to end his “boy- 
cott” of fee Palestinians and 
dispatch envoy to Lebanon. 

Zakaria Abdul Rahim, PLO 
representative in Cyprus, said 
in a statement “there is no ju- 
stification for (Egyptian) silen- 
ce, while fee Palestinian people 
is being massacred in south Le- 
banon." 

“The least President Sadat 
could do is to dispatch an Egy- 
ptian personality. Our disputes 
must not mean boycotting us,” 
he said. 

“As is Egypt's custom, it sh- 
ould rise above all differences 
and wounds. History will rec- 


ord the magnanimity of Arab 
rulers, or alternatively, will cu- 
rse them. The situation is grave 
and the strong and noble kn- 
ow the methods of confront- 
ing it,” he added, 

The deterioration of relation 
between fee PLO and Sadat si- 
nce Sadat’s visit to Israel last 
November was further aggrav- 
ated by the assassination- of 
prominent Egyptian journalist 
Youssef Sebai by two Palestin- 
ian gu nm e n in Nicosia on Feb. 
18. 

In Cairo an official of the Pa- 
lestinian Liberation Organisa- 
tion said PLO leader Yasser Ar- 
afat had called for an immedia- 
te intervention by Egypt and 
other Arab countries to stop 
the Israeli operations. 


concentrated around 
castle as guerrillas 
Israeli settlements 


The rocket left a gaping hole 
In the roof of the unoccupied 
house next to Reuven’s. Air 
raid sirens shreiked periodical- 
ly. Schoolchildren were dis- 
missed early and went under- 
ground to shelters. 

Katyushas land 

In Qlefa, a tiny village a 
half-mile from fee Israeli fron- 
tier, residents reported rockets 
of Palestinian guerrillas in the 
surrounding hills. 

"Fateh -- over there, over 
there,” said Rizk Saris, a gri- 
zzled farmer, sweeping his arm 
In a wide arc at ridges to the 
west and north. 

“Katyushas land here today, 
yesterday,” be said in elemen- 
tary Hebrew. "There is no qu- 
iet” 

Artillery fire cracked from 
the Israeli side of fee border 
and white puffs of smoke float- 
ed forward beyond fee hDltop 
ruins of Beaufort castle. 
Israel radio reported that in- 





“We were sic v fo:rces had uncovered 

back porch. Sudde > c*sb ” ‘ ""^wunrtion dum- 

an explosion tha-^r. "-•is 

our windows &c 
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Reuven, * ip 
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Weizman told reporters in ne- 
arby Marjeyoun that Israel wo- 
uld consider a U.S. proposal 
to replace the Israeli troops 
wrth a UN. peacekeeping force. 

But other Israeli sources in 
Jerusalem had doubts feat Pri- 
me Minister Menachem Begin 
would find the U.S. idea app- 
eal mg. 

The sources said Israel’s res- 
ponse would depend on fee ef- 
fectiveness of such a force in 
keeping out guerrillas from the 
area Israel has now established 
as a cordon sanitaire. The com- 
position of the force aiso would 
be decisive, these qualified sour- 
ces said. 

W eizm an said Israel would 
consider "anything that is li- 
kely to lead to a solution.” 
Soldiers In the Israeli-occup- 
lfid area of Lebanon reported 
continued fighting, although it 
was not clear if ground forces 
were involved. Israeli Jets fl- 
ew high overhead as reporters 
were stopped by a roadblock 
near Rub Talatin. 

“You can’t go on, the road 
may be mined,” said one tro- 
oper. An officer in a jeep asked 
fee correspondents what they 
're doing. 'There’s stffl shoo- 
round here,” he said. 
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Israel’s quagmire 

For all the fancy arguments put forth by Israeli 
leaders about the need to establish a “security zone” 
along Israel’s northern border with Lebanon, the fact 
that will become more evident as the Israeli occupa- 
tion of south Lebanon drags on is that Israel is step- 
ping into a losing battle as the United States did in 
Vietnam. Better than the Vietnam analogy, however, 
is that of the American invasion of Cambodia on 
April 30, 1970, an operation undertaken, we were 
told, because of the United States' need to destroy 
Viet Cong supply bases and infiltration routes. This 
week, Israel sends all its weapons and 25,000 soldiers 
into south Lebanon to cut off Palestinian guerrillas 
and stop them launching raids from there into Israel. 
We know what happened in Cambodia, and we will 
eventually see it happen in south Lebanon, because in 
both cases we have a state with many guns and thou- 
sands of soldiers endeavouring to use this massive 
firepower to secure its own territorial safety. But in 
both cases, the great self-deception that is carried out 
is temporarily obscured by the sound of the guns and 
the drama of massive military operations, and it will 
be shown once again that there is no security in inva- 
sions and occupations. 

The United States had 543*400 soldiers in Viet- 
nam at the height of its activities there in April 1969. 
The Israelis are starting out with 25,000 soldiers in 
south Lebanon, and ate now making the exact same 
calls that the Americans made, calls for secure border 
areas, for the elimination of guerrilla bases, and so 
on and so forth. What the Israelis will learn, as the 
Americans learned, is that guerrilla activity is a state 
of mind, not a piece of land. Guerrilla activity ema- 
nates from the heart of ah entire people, not from 
square kilometres in south Lebanon. 

We saw last week that there is no foolproof se- 
curity system that Israel can devise to keep out 
Palestinian resistance fighters. If Tel Aviv cannot be 
protected, how does Israel propose to pacify hundreds 
of square kilometres of south Lebanon ? 

Israel’s massive invasion is a reflection of its 
massive frustration. It will learn, as the Americans 
learned, that guerrillas vanish before invading armies 
only to return to strike you somewhere else. Israel 
is not creating a security zone in south Lebanon. It is 
stepping into its own Vietnam, Its own quagmire. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


In its editorial Friday AL RA’I deplores what it called the 
Arab failure to back the Palestinian commandos in confronting 
“the ferocious Israeli attack on south Lebanon last Tuesday.” 

If there was no help of any kind forthcoming, the newspaper 
adds, the invasion should at least serve as an incentive for the 
Arabs to drop their differences in a concerted effort to “deter- 
mine their future clearly towards the Palestine issue and towards 
the racist Zionist presence in the heart of the Arab world.” 

In the same grievous tone AL DUSTOUR points out that by 
losing its southern area Lebanon now stands on an equal footing 
with other Arab countries which lost parts of their land to Israel 
in the 1967 war. 

It says now Lebanon, like the others, will start demanding the 
“elimination of the vestiges of the aggression”, and the with- 
drawal of the Israeli forces from the "occupied" area. 

“We might also go further to imagine Israel demanding to 
set up settlements in south Lebanon, and Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin claiming that it is also part of the 'liberated" 
land of Israel,” AI Dust our says. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished, centrally-heated flat made up of one 
bedroom, kitchen and bathroom. Separate entrance. 
Location: Intelligence Street, opposite Holiday Inn HoteL 

Tel. 30566, Amman. 


Bread, bread, bread-pours out ol Amman’s 
ovens to meet demand for Arab’s basic food 


SITUATION WANTED 

Foreign secretary experienced in shorthand, typing, 
accounts seeks employment. 

Ring 63241 between 9:00 a.m. - 1-jjjL^ 


Text and photos 
By Marianne Pearson 

Special to die Jordan Times 

Bread is a basic food for 
the Arabs. The Arab world 
depends on it more than oth- 
er countries and it is the most 
Im portant item consumed by 
all classes of society, but es- 
pecially the poor, according to 
Abdullah Hamadnih, Research 
Officer at the Ministry of Sup- 
ply, 

It is a pleasant irony that 
in Amman, one of the world’s 
most expensive cities, bread is 
cheaper than anywhere else. 
The government subsidizes it 
and, depending on the price 
of wheat, the amount it pays 
may be as much as 75 per 
cent of the cost. Price cont- 
rollers from the Ministry of 
Supply check shops to see th- 
at tiie low, uniform price set 
by the government is honou- 
red. A staff of quality cont- 
rollers sees that a high stand- 
ard is maintained. Infractions 
meet with stiff penalties - - 
fines, imprisonment, or clos- 
ing of shops. 

Home baking is in continu- 
ous decline in Jordan, as in 
the rest of the world. Probab- 
ly only about ten to 15 per 
cent of bread is baked at ho- 
me todty. 

Because there is a shortage 
of bread m the city, bakeries 
are not permitted to dose, 
and the government encourag- 
es businessmen to set up pri- 
vate bakeries. It provides a 
standard flour to bakeries 
throughout the country for ha- 
lf the price of flour from Jor- 
dan-grown wheat which, :n 
any event, is insufficient to 
meet the demand. Wheat gro- 
wn in Jordan is used chiefly 
by the landowners and farm- 
ers who produce it. About 
150,000 tons of hard red win- 
ter wheat are imported from 
the United States yearly. 

The government's Automat- 
ic Bakery at Ras al Ain, whi- 
ch has been functioning since 
June 1977, is the world's first 
bakery to produce kemai, fhe 
round, flat Arabic bread, au- 
tomatically. 

It produces 5,000 “loaves” 
in .-an hour on an assembly 
line which eliminates individ- 
ual operations: mixine, knead- 
ing, proofing and baking oc- 
cur in continuous process. The 
bakery employs 60 people, ni- 
ne of them women. Already 
the largest in the country. Au- 
tomatic Bakery is expected to 
more than double its produc- 
tion within a few months wh- 
en a second line imported fr- 
om Germany will be installed, 
capable of producing an addi- 
tional 6,000 loaves an hour. 

At present there are seven 
stalls in the city where Au- 
tomatic Bakery bread is sold 
and six more will be added. 
The bread is also distributed 
to groceries and sold to res- 
taurants. 

In Amman there are at lea- 




Tradltfonal flour mJR* tike thfa one ha Amman, handle wheat 
grown In Jordan. Five bugs modem nUi handle imported; wheat. 


At the Automatic Bakery Ingredients for the dough are automatically measured and mixed conti- 
nuously. 


st 125 traditional bakeries, 
the smallest receiving about 
500 kilos of flour daily. There 
is scarcely any neighbourhood 
without a convenient source 
of fresh bread. 

In Jabal Hussein the Golden 
Loaf bakery, operated by thr- 
ee brothers, uses 1,000 kilos 
of flour a day. Bakers on the 
staff of 12 begin work at 
4:00 a.m. and finish at noon. 
A day's production of bread is 
sold out by closing time, 7:00 
p.m., or often before, with pe- 
ak sales between 1:30 and 
2: 15 p.m. Relative popularity of 
Arabic and western-style sli- 
ced “toast” bread is shown in 
daily production figures: 5,000 
Arabic loaves are produced 
as compared to 400 “toast” 
loaves. 

Arabic bread consists sim- 


ply of flour, water, salt, yeast 
and a little sugar. No enrich- 
ing supplements are added, 
but the flour has a 12 per 
cent protein value 
Bread customarily appears 


at meals three times a day. 
I? is eaten plain, with butter, 
with homus or moutabbal. ar.d 
as sandwiches No meal is co- 
mplete without it Often, in- 
deed, it is the meal. 







Raking bread the traditional way - 
comes pvfty Arable (mad. No rest 


- fci goes tfata, flat 
for the baker. 


Workmen lunching on bread. 


The Gokfen Loaf bakery is sen^-sutmnztJa This machine flattens 
rounds of Arabic bread dough for baking. 



Sandwich buns are shaped by hand at the Goido Loaf bake*?. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Children’s Art 


The Department of Culture and Arts and the German Demo- 
cratic Republic Embassy present an exhibition of about 60 paintings 
by young German artists. The exhibition is on display at the Pala- 
ce of Culture, every day till next Sunday. 



FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished bedroom and silting room 
with telephone. 


Location : Shmeisani. 

•Sil 

■j t ho-ui table for single person, 
^ahea. Tel - 62364 ‘ 


Dear Sir, 

I am not sure who or 
what qualifies your resi- 
dent cynic Bassam Bishu- 
ti (Absurdity’s Loophole) 
to write so authoritatively 
on the Rhodesian situation 
(Jordan Times, March 11). 
Perhaps he has travelled 
in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe to 
you, Bassam) and is there- 
fore in some position to 
dispense his particular 
brand of worldly wisdom on 
the subject. I would ask 
Bassam one question on 
Rhodesia. Reliable press 
reports (e.g. Newsweek, 
Feb. 27, 1978) attribute 
some 80 to 85 per cent of 
the Rhodesian black pop- 
ulation as supporting the 
three internal nationalists 
Muzorewa, Sithole and 
Chirau. who signed the 


internal settlement agree- 
ment with Prime Minister 
Ian Smith. My question is, 
if 80 per cent isn’t a de- 
mocratic majority, repre- 
sentative of popular sup- 
port, then perhaps Bassam 
would be kind enough to 
define “democracy,” for 
me. Granted this 80 per 
cent - has not been demo- 
nstrated in an organised 
poll, but if the Salisbury 
agreement is giveq. half 
the chance it deserves, the 
proof of the pudding will 
be revealed in December 
this year. It seems the 
world will not accept the 
internal nationalists as 
genuine, because among 
other things they do not 
go around torturing and 
murdering villagers in fr- 
ont of their families! 

Finally, if Bassam (alo- 


ng with the rest of the 
world) really believes that 
a peaceful transition to 
majority rule will follow 
if the Patriotic Front gets 
its way, then he must be 
as naive as he is cynical. 
In a world already filled 
to overflowing with cyn- 
icism, Bassam must be 
close to the top of the 
pile ! 

Yours faithfully, 

Archibald Mclndpe 

Amman 

Bassam Bishuti replies : 

Your imagination, Mr. 
Archibald Mcfadoe, is as 
cloudy as your understa- 
nding. 1 am not going to 
be led into a spurious arg- 
ument over something 1 
never said because had 


you understood my poini 
you wouldn’t have written 
your abusive letter - -un- 
less it is in your nature tc 
do so anyway. I suggest 
that you re-read the article 
you refer to maybe this 
time you win see that my 
beliefs in democracy art 
not at issue but the cyni- 
cal politics of Western 

“ democracies ” are . 
time you write please 
don’t abuse a writer of 
question his authority and 
wisdom because it is too 
easy for the writer to use 
the same terms in replying 
to you oh a newspaper’s 
pages. For you to inject 
the question of authority 
wisdom and naivete into 
the subject shows yojR 
own particular sensitivity 
to these things '-’ not so 
Mr. Mclndbe ? 






/ 
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National News 
Roundup 


8 Municipalities symposium opens in 

Irbid March 21 

IRBID, March 17 (JNA). — A two-day municipal coun- 
cils symposium in the Irbid Govemorate is to start in 
the northern town of Shuneh on March 21. Represen- 
tatives of 23 councils will meet to discuss ways of 
promoting public services in their region. The Ministry 
of Municipal , and Rural Affairs has prepared three wor- 
king papers 'to be discussed by the participants. These 
tackle "the financing and organisation of development 
projects and services in the govemorate. 

Yarmouk U.’s food analysis unit will be 

operating sooner than expected 

IRBID, March 17 (JT). — Yarmouk University is speed- 
ing. tip 1 plans to set up a special unit for food analysis. 
The service will be made available to government de- 
partments and private firms alike. The university's 
/ President Adnan Badran yesterday requested the Fa- 
f culty of Sciences at Yarmouk to move forward the 

*' da$$ for the formation of the unit since the Irbid Go- 

vern orate lacks a proper laboratory for food analysis. 

- Arab seismological network under 

consideration 

, AMMAN, March 17 (JT). • — The University of Jordan 
hail]* and the Royal Scientific Society are currently studying 
’^ a ® ! a memorandum by the Arab Scientific Research Coun- 
cils Union on international cooperation in the field of 
seismology. Iraq had proposed to the union the establi- 
shment of a pan- Arab network of seismological 
observation centres. Iraq also suggested that the net- 
jwork cooperate with UNESCO and a number of we 11- 
L known world seismological centres. 


At the Haya Arts Centre 




Profiteering merchants fined 

AMMAN, March. 17 (JT). — Fines ranging between 
JD 20 and JD 100 were imposed by a military court 
yesterday on 62 merchants throughout the country for 
profiteering and violating Ministry of Supply regula- 

tions. 

h '■ 

jg, U. of J. considers marine sciences research 

f AMMAN, March 17 (JT). — The University of Jordan 
is currently studying acting on the recommendations 
: of the recent seminar on marine sciences at King 
J Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, a uni- 
1 versity official said yesterday. The six-day seminar at- 
tended by department heads for Arab universities spe- 
cialised in this field, called for the expansion of ma- 
irine sciences research equipping adequate laboratories 
and providing reference 'books and periodicals dealing 
■with the subject,' - - 


“ Sudki Bey’s Love" provides 
lighthearted treatment of 
one man’s identity crisis 


By Joyce Abou Jassar 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

“Sudki Bey^s Love** opened 
Thursday evening at the Haya 
Arts Centre and will continue 
nightly performances (8:00 pjn.) 
until the 23rd of this month. 
Featured are Nabil Sawalha as 
Sudki, Amina Bazoka as Rebab, 
and Zuhair A1 Nobani- as Sam- 
ih. It is being directed by Na- 
dim Sawalha, director, writer 
and internationally known ac- 
tor, who has relinquished two 
weeks from a very busy and va- 
ried schedule to return to Jor- 
dan to supervise the production 
of “ Sudki Bey’s Love”. 

Translated into colloquial Ar- 
abic by NabO Sawalha from 
the original American play 
“LUV”, perhaps most widely 
known in the film adaptation 
starring Jack Lemon, the story 
is the lighthearted treatment 
of Sudki's identity crisis, per- 
haps more accurately the qu- 
estion haunting him was not 
“Who am I?’* but 'Why am 
I ?" - - the quest for knowledge 
of the eternal truth. 

Sudki soliloquizes : “The first 
thing I want to know is the 
importance of our existence on 
the earth. I questioned every- 
one -- without success. I be- 
came alienated, lost. I studied 
Buddhism and the Sanskrit lan- 
guage without finding any ans- 
wer. My last decision was to 
put an end to my misery.” 
Rabab, his wife : ‘The resu- 
lt was that I got a cultured mi- 
nd. The men were scared to 
death of me and ran away be- 
cause I was a great threat to 
their masculinity -- built on 
the precept that woman is stu- 
pid.” 

Samih, his best friend : “You 
(Sudki) inherited a small amo- 
unt of money; 1 didn’t have an- 
ything but a pair of light hands 
and a fast eye. When you said 
*It couldn’t be done’ I did it." 

Sudki’s problems were his 
false spiritual premises, ima- 
gination. fear. He had to face 
the truth with all the trouble^ 
and difficulties it brought in its 



Nabfi Sawalha, Nadim Sawalha and Zuhair A1 Nobani (from left 
to right) rehearse for Sudki Bey’s Love which will run at the 
Haya Arts Centre March 16-23. 


wake, its completely jealous de- 
mands in life. Rebab, the perfect 
example of our educated young 
women, was lost between the 
old and the new, knowledge 
and ignorance, Sudki and Sa- 
mih. Samih, in his quest for 
the material benefits of the go- 
od life, becomes disillusioned. 
The problems of these three 
and the final solution furnish- 
es plentiful entertainment for 
an enjoyable evening. 

Nabil Sawalha, who plays 
the title role of Sudki, studied 
engineering in London in 1960 
and began his acting career th- 
ere with the BBC, then returned 
to Jordan and contributed gr- 
eatly to the development of the 
dramatic arts here. He curren- 
tly is serving as director of the 
Haya Arts Centre and partici- 
pates actively in the drama se- 
ction there. 

Amina Bazoka, who plays Re- 
bab, graduated from the Jor- 
dan University then began her 
acting career here in the produ- 
ctions of Bury the Dead. The 


Pub, The Barber of Baghdad 
and also appeared in the Jord- 
anian production of The Sour 
Grapes. She works in the Ad- 
ministration Department of Jo- 
rdan University and has a wee- 
kly television programme enti- 
tled The Children's World. 

Zuhair A1 Nobani, who por- 
trays Samih, started his acting 
in 1969 at Jordan University 
and participated in other local 
productions in the same year. 
He went on to earn degrees in 
administration and political sci- 
ence during 1974-1977 while co- 
ntinuing his acting career both 
in the theatre and on television. 
To his credit are roles in The 
Barber of Baghdad, The Revo- 
lution of the Dead, the televisi- 
on series The Treasure and The 
Wall of Thoms. He will shor- 
tly leave the country for the 
completion of his theatrical tr- 
aining abroad. 

Director of Sudki Bey’s Love 
Nadim Sawalha has returned 
briefly to Jordan especially for 
this play. Pr inci pally his work 


Absurdity’s loophole By Bassam Bishuti 

Good guys and bad guys 


The similarity between Israel and Rhodesia 
is striking. Both are controlled by alien, colo- 
nialist regimes ; both regimes are challenged by 
native, but exiled, guerrillas; both regimes 
have very recently launched massive attacks 
into the territories of neighbouring sovereign 
states (Lebanon and Zambia) in pursuit of 
these guerrillas and both regimes have deve- 
loped relations with native “moderates” who 
have proved they axe ready to forsake even- 
tual independence in their lands in return for 
a share in power with the colonialist regimes. 
The similarity also extends to the self- 
righteous posture of the Western World which 
vehemently denounces every guerrilla raid but 
shyly reproaches the bloodier colonialist in- 
vasion. 

An example of this hypocritical attitude 
was delivered to me at the Jordan Times the 
other day in the form of a reply to the article 
I wrote in this space last week about the 
recent “internal” Rhodesian settlement agree- 
ment (see page 2). The person who wrote the 
letter questioned my wisdom and authority to 
speak on die subject, he branded me a cynic 
and, also, naive: 1 will call him nothing in 
return. I will only say that he exhibited a 
singular lack of understanding of the point 1 
raised in the article. I would have let it rest 
there had it not struck me that the kind of 
pronouncements this person made closely 
parrot those of the Western World in general 
when the issue is Rhodesia or Israel. These 
pronouncements muse be silenced. 

My point in last week's article was simply 
that both Britain and the United States were 
dishonest in their handling of the Rhodesian 
affair. After their long support for the Patrio- 
tic Front and their age-old rejection of the 
Smith regime as illegal anything short of out- 
right condemnation of the “internal” Salisbury 
agreement can only be construed as dishonest. 
I am well aware that it is fashionable to 
separate politics from morality but if you 
don’t want to call it dishonest behaviour you 
can call it cynical politics. It’s all the same. 

Anyone can spend a life-time babbling 
about "democracy” and accusing everybody 
else of being “undemocratic” as the letter- 
writer tries to do with me. I certainly am. not 
interested in proving to him how much I 
believe in democracy but I want to tell him 
that it is totally beside the point to brandish 
statistics which claim that up to 85 per cent 
of Rhodesians support the three “moderates” 
who signed the agreement with Smith. The 


world has yet to hear of the democratic 
election in which black Zimbabweans returned 
these percentage results. Further, the world 
knows, or should know, that Rhodesian news 
is censored, that the Patriotic Front is denied 
bases inside Rhodesia and that lan Smith 
fully controls Rhodesian power media- 
power, election-power and jail-power. 

But the point is not which of the two black 
groups -- the Patriotic Front or the three 
“moderates” - is the legitimate representative 
of Zimbabwe. The point is that lan Smiui is 
definitely not the legitimate representative of 
black Zimbabwe. Not only the Patriotic Front 
says so but also the Third World, the non- 
aligned nations and the sovereign black African 
states which tabled a motion at the United 
Nations and won a very democratic vote for 
a resolution condemning the agreement -- 
and any agreement -- with Ian Smith as 
“illegal and unacceptable”. Hence, Britain and 
the United States are guilty of a shameful 
about-face and a dishonest - - or cynical - - act 
in suddenly withdrawing total support from 
the Patriotic Front as soon as the Salisbury 
agreement was signed. 

The letter-writer prefers, however, to talk 
about other things. But even there he is mis- 
taken if he believes he has justified his support 
for the Salisbury agreement on the grounds 
that .the Patriotic Front has massacred inno- 
cent people in front of their families. I suppose 
he and the West will next tell us that Ian 
Smith’s soldiers were having an innocent pic- 
nic inside Zambia 12 days ago. The truth is 
that when the letter-writer speaks of the 
Zimbabwean blacks of the Patriotic Front he 
strikes the same moral pose which the West 
strikes when it speaks of the Palestinians. 
Both these guerrilla forces, they tell us. arc 
"terrorists” to be condemned for their immoral 
acts. However, when the colonialist regimes 
of Rhodesia and Israel invade Zambia and 
Lebanon morality takes a flight and only hard, 
cynical politics becomes the order of the day. 
These attacks, we are told, are simple acts 
of misguided trespass on other people's lands. 
They are unfortunate but necessary acts which 
we should only half-heartedly criticise because 
they are West-preserving, white-upholding 
sacred missions to teach the filth of the earth 
a lesson. When you don’t agree with them 
they bombard you with a million branch issues 
designed to show you that you have no autho- 
rity to speak, that you lack wisdom, that you 
really axe cynical and, to top it all, that you 
are hopelessly naive. 


is in London where he writes 
plays, directs, and acts. He is 
currently director of the Arab 
Arts Club there. He has appea- 
red in Shaft in Africa, The 
Wind and the Lion, The Spy I 
Loved, The Aristocratic Touch, 
Space 1999, and The Saint. He 
recently directed a production 
of Othello in the Sadler Wells 
Theatre. 


Haya Arts Centre, located in 
the Queen Alia Park, Schmei- 
«ani .. although basically de- 
dicated to the cultural develo- 
pment of the country^ children 
-- frequently opens its theatre 
to the production and presenta- 
tion of adult entertainment. It 
has served as the nucleus of 
a developing system of centres 


in various parts of Amman and 
other cities in Jordan. Within 
four to six weeks new art cen- 
tres will be opening in Hai 
Nazzal, Jabal Amman, In Salt 
and in Karak, each complex in- 
cluding a children’s library and 
theatre for dramatic works. Si- 
milar constructions are also be- 
ing planned for the Ashrafieh 
area and the city of Irbid. 
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R£ STA URANTS 



WINE 0 D/tfE ON A TRAIN OR _ 
TENT ATMOSPHERE ' * 



r MANDARIN 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Jabal Hussein 

Near Maxim Ctaleu 
Here you can enjoy the Mandarin 
nrinw cuisine. Open daily bom 12rf4 
to 4:00 and &« to midnight For take 
home food oidera please call 25786^ 


/oon in AmmAn 


TASTE THE FAMOUS 

' JfnS; CUISLVE 

IN BEIRUT. TEL. 348308/348307 

NICOSIA .. 49616/49617 

LONDON -■ 570-1225/2246 

INDIAN 

ttestawants 


FURNITURE 



Our fine pTxbcts male by experienced Finnish 
craftsmen include the following: 

•Furniture for the home and office. 
•Ceramic dishes and tableware. 
•Handcrafted jewelry. 


£3S3L 



avi.DEFB4CEsner-Ta.Cjm 
P.OJSOX 33 U- AMMAN 



Assort men 


and home 


Furniture 


EUROPE/^^MjjgW^jOWROOM 

490 SQUARE METRES OF SITTING ROOMS 

MflWFBamTK&L^fTORniK 

KJ) 

ABDALI, NEAR B.B.M.E. BRANCH 

TEL 65693- 65778 



tmnna beer? 

Schlitz 

IS MERE 

Call 44238 or 44943 

IngsntQ ££ it 




EYES EXAMINED 
CONTACT LENSES (Hard & Soft) 
.A* 


OPTIKOS SHAMI O.D. 

The best Ever Made in Optic 

..Iordan Intercontinental Hotel Tel 42043 


sweets 



TRAVSI& SNIPPING 


i 


SHIPPING INSURANCE 

- ‘ TRAVEL & TOURISM 
WORLD-WIDE HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
AIR CARGO FORWARDERS 
CLEARANCE DOOR TO DOOR 

’lui'f OiiHitc: 



AMIN MR 4 SONS 
>,^ l . 

Travs; & TousiST Aciftc v 

•o. i:o\ 222 . A>rvnN in . -2:1:4 ■ 

ILL! \ i:c \ 1520 ‘ 
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NATIONAL 

RENT-A-CAR 

SHEPERD HOTEL 

Tel. 39197-8 
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Our experts specialise in gar- 
dening, landscaping & plant 
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Major oil pollution 
disaster looms over 
French Brittanny coast 
as tanker splits in 2 

BREST, France, March 17 (Agencies). The 233,000-ton super- tanker Am- 
oco Cadiz broke apart today 5 kms. off the Brittany coast, less than 12 
hours after r unnin g aground while fully loaded. Several kilometres of 
beach were covered with a brownish film with the main wave of pollution 
expected later. The front section of the ship was drifting towards the 
little summer resort port of Portsall, with a heavy list The area where it 
was headed was littered with rocks. 


Some 40 crew members were 
taken off the ship by helicop- 
ters working in darkness during 
the night. Only the captain and 
first officer re mai ned aboard, 
and it was not known imme- 
diately whether they were in 
any danger. 

French officials who flew ov- 
er the ship reported that ic had 
broken in two. They said that 
the sea was covered with oil 
over an area about 4 kms. ar- 
ound the ship. 

A full pollution alert was 
ordered, but French navy ships 
loaded with chalk and deter- 
gent were unable to move into 
the area between the super- 
tanker and shore because of 
the rocks. 

First checks had indicated 
that only one of the 15 sepa- 


rate tanks on the ship had 
been pierced, but oil for the 
engines was seeping from a 
point near the engine room. 

The Liberian-registered Amo- 
co -Cadiz, on its way from the 
Gulf to Britain with a cargo of 
crude oil, was apparently tak- 
en in tow earlier yesterday by 
the West German tug Pacific, 
after engine failure, the spokes- 
man said. 

But the cable snapped and 
after drifting for almost two 
hours, the Amoco- Cadiz went 
aground some three miles off 
the northwest "coast of Finis- 
tere. 

Two French naval helicop- 
ters. operating in darkness sin- 
ce the super-tanker had no li- 
ghting, took off the crew me- 
mbers in three relays. The Am- 
oco-Cadiz is the fourth tanker 


in the past 11 years to pollute 
the coast of Brittany. The first 
was the Torrey Canyon who- 
se oil polluted the shores both 
in England and France in Mar- 
ch 1967. In January 1976 the 
Olympic Bravery, a new 
250,000 ton Onassis tanker, 
which was navigating empty, 
ran aground and eventually 
was broken in two. Three mon- 
ths were needed to clean up 
the coastline of the ship's fuel 
that washed ashore. In Octob- 
er 1976 the East German tank- 
er Bohlen sank in a storm off 
Sein Island. Of the 36 crew 
members, 25 were killed or mis- 
sing. 


U.S. reports speak of unexpected 
increases in industrial output] 
predict inflation will slow down! 

WASHINGTON. March 17 (AP). — Despite restraints from the coal strike and severe 
winter weather, U.S. industries managed a respectable 0.5 per cent increase in produc- 
tion in February, partially reversing a big January slowdown, the U.S. government reported 
yesterday. 

The Federal Reserve Board said the weather and the coal strike probably kept the 
increase in production about 0.2 per cent tower than otherwise would have been. Production 
has declined by 0.8 per cent in January, one of the biggest declines since the 1974-75 
recession. 

The pace of production by the nation’s mines, factories and utilities is an important 
indication of the relative health of the economy. If production increases, it means more 
jabs for American workers. Automakers accounted for a substantial portion of the 
February gain as auto assemblies increased by 3.S per cent to an annual rate of 8.2 million 
units. While that is below the auto industry’s projections for the year, it followed a substan- 
tial decrease in January. Auto assemblies in January h?d fallen to a 7.9 million level, 
down from 8.9 million in December. 

Also increasing in February were production of consumer durable goods such as appli- 
ances and furniture, which had advanced 2.7 per cent, and business equipment, ahead 0.9 
per cent during the month. Output of construction supplies also increased. 

Inflation expected to stow down 

Meanwhile, according to a forecast released yesterday in San Francisco by the Bank of 
America, U.S. inflation will slow down and the United States' gross national product will 
decline somewhat in 1978 while world economic growth remains moderate. 

Consumer prices around the world are expected to rise 10 per cent in 1978, compared 
with a 12 per cent rise in 1977, said the report, released by the world's largest commercial 
banks. 

Domestic inflation will fall somewhat, it predicted, from 6.5 per cent in 1977 to 5.9 
per cent in 1978. "Many key countries are moving to stimulate their economies with 
carefully planned programmes which indicate a shift towards more expansionary policies,” 
the report said. 

But that expansion won't be inflationary, it predicted, because of a slack in utilisation 
of most countries’ resources. It predicted global production would rise 4.3 per cent in 1978. 
the same as 1 977*5 rate. 

Domestic production is expected to increase 4.5 per cent, compared with 4.9 per cent 
in 1977. The report predicted production would be higher early in 1978 and decline through- 
out the year. 

Production in Asia and Japan will decline while the GNP of Latin America is expect- 
ed to grow 5.5 per cent, it said. Western European countries will probably experience 
modest growth as they attempt to juggle problems with currency, the report said. 
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Annie Ha& wins top academy awards 

LONDON (AP). — Woody Allen’s Annie Hall swept top film 
honours at the 1977 British Academy Awards ceremony Thu- 
rsday night Mr. Allen’s semi-autobiographical movie won 
the best film, best direction and best actress awards presen- 
ted annually by the British Academy of Film ana Television 
Arts (BAFTA). Mr. Alien was named best director and Miss 
Dianne Keaton best actress for their work In Annie Hall. The 
Allen film also won the best screenplay and best film editing 
awards, voted by thousands of British film and television 
professionals who belong to BAFTA. 

Solo flier lands In Australia 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP). — British Flight Lieutenant Da- 
vid Oyster, who has retraced a flight 50 years ago by aviation 
pioneer Beit Hinkler, landed yesterday In his reconditioned 
Tiger Moth Bi-planc at Bundabcrg, the town where Mr. Hink- 
ler was born in 1882. The 30-year-old Briton arrived to a qu- 
iet reception from a small group of civic leaders and relatives 
of Mr. Hinkler. Mr. Oyster flew from England Feb. 7 to hon- 
our Hinkler’s feat -of making the firs* England-Australia solo 
In 1928. Mr. Hinkler left England in an Aero Avian on Feb. 
7, 1928 and reached Darwin 15-} days later. Mr. Oyster took 
17 days longer to reach Darwin. 

KKK leader plans 10-day stay in Britain 

LONDON (AP) — David Duke, the Ku Klux Klan leader fr- 
om New Orleans, says he intends to stay in Briatin for ano- 
ther 10 days, despite reports that he has violated a $10,000 
appeal bond back home. Mr. Duke. 27. who also is appealing 
against deportation from Britain, telephoned the British Press 
Association news agency Wednesday night and said he has 
spoken to his attorney in New Orleans who told him no war- 
rant was out for his arrest. Mr. Duke came to Britain while 
on bail pending appeal against a 1977 conviction for inciting 
to riot at a Klan rally in Louisiana. 


Europe turns on to American success with options market 


U.N. Asian - Pacific 
body discussed new 
world economic order 


BANGKOK, Thailand March 17 (AP). — The 41-nation UJST. 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) today ended Its 34th annual session with many of its 
members calling for greater momentum towards a new interna- 
tional economic order. 

The ten-day meeting of the regional body was attended by 
about 220 delegates from 34 nations and a wide variety of in- 
ternational organisations which passed resolutions ranging from 
stepped up efforts in curbing the population in Asia to restor- 
ing the site of Buddha’s birthplace in Nepal. 

Observers at the conference said no innovative, concrete 
ideas or proposals about a more just economic system - - one of 
the keynotes of the conference -- emerged. 

Princess Ashraf Pahlavi, twin sister of the, Shah of Iran and 
Chairperson of the session, echoed the words of a number of 
Asian delegates when she told a closing news conference that 
"economic relations between the developed and the developing 
countries have not been favourable.” But she, like most of the 
other delegates, did not publicly elaborate. ESCAP Executive 
Secretary J. B. P. Maramis said: "It’s a global problem." 


By Terry Byland 
of the Financial Times, London 

LONDON, (F.T.) — Progress 
towards a European market in 
traded share options, which 
began years ago as a busines- 
slike venture, has turned into 
rather a hectic scramble over 
the past few months. 

The race became yet more 
impetuous as the time approa- 
ched for the Amsterdam op- 
tions market to open for bu- 
siness. With the Dutch com- 
mitted to start option trad- 
ing in early April, the London 
Stock Exchange gave a some- 
what reluctant blessing to pl- 
ans for a U.K. options mar- 
ket, which seems likely to op- 
en around the middle of the 
year. 

Not new for Europe 

Share options are not in 
themselves a new phenomenon 
for European investors. It has 
long been possible for U.K 
investors to take an option 
to buy or sell shares at to- 


day’s price within three mon- 
ths. Buy options are termed 
"call”, and sell options “put" 
transactions. The system was 
not widely used by private 
investors but was a mechani- 
sm by which a big stockhold- 
er could insure himself aga- 
inst a major swing in the va- 
lue of his holding during, say. 
the period in which the com- 
pany would disclose results. 

But the newly proposed op- 
tion markets would allow the 
original taker of an option to 
sell his option right on the 
open market, with the value 
of the option fluctuating as 
the time for its fulfilment 
drew near, or as the value 
ot the shares themselves (ba- 
nged on the stock market. 

It is this system, practised 
with considerable success on 
the Chicago Board Options 
Exchange since 1973, which 
has caught the imagination of 
both U.K and Continental 
stockbrokers. 

U.K brokers respond 

U.K stockbrokers were the 


After the success of the Americans* there is much 
excitement in London and Amsterdam about the new 
option markets. But it is both an advantage and a dan- 
ger that option trading can open the markets up to the 
small investor. 


first to respond to syren not- 
es from the Chicago Exchan- 
ge, partly because they were 
heard in London just when 
stockbrokers were finding the- 
ir earnings slashed by the vir- 
tual eclipse of the convention- 
al share market during 1975. 

The enthusiasm among U.K 
stockbrokers put London ah- 
ead of its rival Continental 
bourses who were also begin- 
ning to show an interest in 
traded options. Indeed, this 
seemed a perfect opportunity 
for London to display Its mu- 
ch-vaunted expertise in the sec- 
urities trading business. 

Early plans were sketched 
out for a London options ma- 
rket based upon the Chicago 
system, under which the "ma- 
rket” was made by professio- 


nals who simply walked on 
to the trading floor and en- 
tered into a noisy shouting 
match with would-be buyers 
and sellers. 

But there were always some 
problems facing even the mo- 
st ardent enthusiasts. First, 
London’s jobbing system, whi- 
ch Implies one or two job- 
bers holding the book In the 
shares underlying the options, 
meant that It would theoreti- 
cally be possible to manipu- 
late the option price. 

Fear of encouraging 
speculation 

More significant, however, 
were the deeper-seated fears 
that an options market would 
lay the London Stock Exch- 


Newcastle University team claims tunnelling 
for ofl-shore oil would be cheaper, safer 


Conventional methods of offshore oil production are 
often hazardous, always expensive. A Newcastle Uni- 
versity study team suggest that tunnelling for oil under 
the sea would be safer, cheaper. 


By Bruce Andrews 
Editor of the Financial Times 
North Sea Letter 

LONDON, (F.T.) — The idea 
of tunnelling for offshore oil 
or gas is not new. But up to 
now the oil industry has not 
considered it as a serious pr- 
oposition. 

A Newcastle University stu- 
dy team with a mini n g back- 
ground takes a completely di- 
fferent view. They regard the 
present methods of offshore 
development in the North Sea 
as far too hazardous and r^j- 
stly. Safety, they say, lies un- 
derground. 

The leader of the team. 
Prof. Edward L. J. Potts, Head 
of the University's Mining 
Department, was closely as- 
sociated with the Channel 
Tunnel project 

With the blessing of the 
Offshore Supplies Office 
and supported by a 
small grant, his team 
have been working on the st- 
udy for almost six months 
and soon hope to present their 
first report 

First targets 

Hie most likely first targ- 
ets for tunnelling are thought 
to be In the busy English Ch- 
annel, about 30 miles off the 
south coast, where explorat- 
ion drilling is expected to st- 
art this year. 

The team stress that their 
proposals are simply the logi- 
cal extension of well-known 
and well-tried mining and ci- 
vil engineering techniques. In 
many parts of the world, mi- 
ne roadways stretch out many 


miles under the sea and the 
precautions necessary to avoid 
subsidence or flooding present 
no difficulty to experienced mi- 
ners. 

“There is a considerable 
risk to life in today's offshore 
routine; there are equipment 
and system failures which wo- 
uld never have arisen in a 
more controlled environment, ’ ’ 
says Prof. Potts, citing the re- 
cent death of five workers in 
a fire on the Statfjord Field 
platform and the five per ce- 
nt mortality rate of North 
Sea divers. "There also is a 
constant risk of blow-outs, 
and an Increasing number of 
people are appalled at the con- 
stant threat of sea-shore pol- 
lution. 

“Recent events have highli- 
ghted these dangers and con- 
cerned governments are mak- 
ing the oil companies invest 
further large sums of money 
in specialised and costly ships 
and equipments minimising 
the dangers of ofl spillage and 
fire.” 

Easier containment of 
disasters 

Prof. Potts claims that un- 
derground operations would 
allow fires and blow-outs to 
be contained far more easily. 

( Tt is possible that some, 
perhaps all, of these risks co- 
uld be eliminated altogether. 
The average British coal mine 
is probably far more dange- 
rous than an underground oil 
installation, but the National 
Coal Board has not had a ser- 
ious explosion or fire in the 
last 10 years." 

The main underground con- 


struction would probably be 
two tunnels running parallel, 
a short distance apart. 

The oil rigs would be ere- 
cted in caverns where the wel- 
ls would be drilled and com- 
pleted. A central cavern would 
contain essential production 
and control equipment The 
crude oil would be pumped al- 
ong pipelines to the shore. 
Under these conditions drilling 
and production could place wi- 
thout regard for weather. 

Many of the services neces- 
sary on a platform would be 
completely eliminated, the te- 
am point out. For example, 
men need not live undergro- 
und, unless the distance from 
the shore is very great. 

Gone would be the costly 
problems of corrosion, fatigue 
and the inspection and repair 
of platform substructures and 
pipelines. 

"As the study has advanced, 
more and more advantages 
have become apparent,” says 
Prof. Potts. "From foe public 
point of view, the principal 
advantage is that of comple- 
te freedom from pollution. 
The method is particularly at- 
tractive in areas where there 
are busy shipping lanes, such 
as the English Channel, or im- 
portant fishing grounds, such 
as the Moray Firth. Tunnels 
also offer a more practical 
solution where deposits are 
found under very deep or st- 
ormy waters, or in arctic ar- 
eas where ice makes the con- 
struction of permanent surfa- 
ce structures difficult if not 
impossible.” 

Cost compe ti ti v e 

The team also think that 
tunnelling would be cost co- 
mpetitive compared with pre- 
sent offshore oil production. 
Their first estimates suggest 
a direct cost saving of bet- 
ween 10 and 30 per cent. They 
point out, moreover, that co- 


stings of present offshore de- 
velopment methods have inv- 
ariably risen substantially ab- 
ove first estimates, partly due 
to unforeseen problems, and 
have recently become so High 
that some once-promising dis- 
coveries are now regarded as 
marginal. 

Underground construction 
would permit costs to be pre- 
dicted far more accurately 
and at the same time more 
flexibly. 


Prof. Potts argues that the 
cost of an accident during the 
installation or operation of an 
offshore production rig can be 
enormous, because of the de- 
lay in oil production that fol- 
lows. He cites the recent da- 
mage to the Heather field plat- 
form during installation, whi- 
ch has delayed production by 
about six months, and the sh- 
ut-down on foe Argyll field 
while the floating production 
platform is towed ashore for 


zrcai inJCraif oil-bloola 
rjrrutZlinf wvrai 
-V’ Ai* 




the repair of structural dama- 
ge. “There is little that can 
happen which would serious- 
ly delay the construction of a 
tunnel," he insists. 

A mile a month 

As their trump card, the 
team point out that exploita- 
tion by tunnels need not be 
confined to fields comparative- 
ly near the shore. The only 
real restriction on distance, 
they claim, is the time it tak- 
es to do the tunnelling -- ab- 
out a mile a month, depend- 
ing on rock conditions. And 
advances in tunnelling techno- 
logy will surely reduce this 
time factor. 

Where a field is big enough 
to need more than one plat- 
form, or where several fields 
are close to each other, the 
advantage moves heavily tow- 
ards underground works, say 
the team, because the mam 
expense is in driving out the 
tunnels. At great distances fr- 
om the shore, a single, light 
surface structure could give 
access to a huge underground 
complex of wells and equip- 
ment. 

Nevertheless a difficult ph- 
ase lies ahead for the New- 
castle enthusiasts. The team 
must now open discussions 
with the oil companies to see 
whether their proposals are 
acceptable or whether they 
can be faulted on one or more 
fundamental points. 

The confrontation could be 
a tricky one. There will cer- 
tainly be some resentment al- 
beit tacit at the intrusion by 
the mining men Into the sac- 
red preserves of foe offshore 
engineer. However excellent 
the ideas from Newcastle may 
be, there are many people in 
the oil and oil-related Indust- 
ries who are not going to like 
them. 

-- Finan c ia l Times 
Newrf«tats 


ange open to charges of en- 
couraging speculation. 

These fears hung heavy 
around the necks of the luck- 
less Stock Exchange Council, 
which was facing savage cri- 
ticism in foe wake of the sla- 
ughter of foe small investor 
during the collapse of the eq- 
uity market in 1974 and 1975. 

Despite the continued inte- 
rest of some major stockbrok- 
ing names, the prospects for 
a U.K traded options market 
faded. First the proposal for a 
fully-fledged Chicago style 
market was abandoned, and 
then plans for a joint venture 
with Amsterdam were simila- 
rly abandoned. London’s cur- 
rent plans are for a restricted 
form of options market, in one 
comer of the ordinary trad- 
ing floor, and with the all Im- 
portant question of tax liabili- 
ty on option gains and losses 
still largely undecided. 

Dutch take up running 

But the running has long 
been taken up in Amsterdam, 
where the European Options 
Exchange is due to open for 
trading on April 4. Trading is 
expected to start in 10 or 20 
of the major US. and Europe- 
an stocks. 

The Dutch market is well 
suited to option trading beca- 
use of its international flavo- 
ur. Only major stocks, with 
an international following, are 
suitable for options trade. Am- 
sterdam, with Royal Dutch, 
Philips and Unilever N. V. as 
prominent members of the lo- 
cal market, hopes to see this 
extended to cover the major 
shares throughout foe UK 
and the industrialised nations 
of the West 

There is no doubt that dis- 
appointment is running high 
in the City of London as the 
potentially valuable European 
options market floats across 


the North Sea to Amsterdam. 

Some 300 applications have 
been made from the UK for 
membership of the European 
Options Exchange, but these 
have so far remained “provis- 
ional” -- dependent upon the 
bank’s ruling on the invest- 
ment premium. 

Time will show, and probab- 
ly very quickly, whether or 
not foe Dutch have chosen 
wisely to be in the forefront 
of the European options mar- 
ket. At best the market could 
increase investor interest and 
provide more flexible invest- 
ment opportunities. But at 
worst, the options market co- 
uld seriously upset dealings in 
some of Europe's biggest co- 
mpanies and perhaps even op- 
en the door to the kind of 
speculation which Is no long- 
er politically acceptable or so- 
cially desirable. 

-- Financial Times 
News-Features 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 


Jordanian fils 
Buying/Selling 
U.S. dollar 312.00/314.00 

UK sterling 594.00/598.00 

W. German mark 15220/153.10 
Swiss franc 161.10/162.00 

French franc 66.00/66.40 

Italian lire (for 
every 100) 3620/36.50 

Japanese yen (for 
every 100) 133.50/134.70 

Dutch guilder 142.60/14340 

Belgian franc (for 
every ten) 9790/98.50 

Swedish c r o w n 67.50/67.90 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON, (R). — Following are the buying and adHag rates tor 
leading world currencies against the dollar at the dose of inter- 
bank trading on the London foreign gwh» T . (rr market last night. 
Tourist rates will differ from those quoted below. 


One sterling 
One dollar . 


1.9142/47 

2.0342/57 

2.1760/75 

1-8750/8800 

31.60/64 

4.6920/70 

856.00/857.00 

232.05/25 

4.6070/85 

S3 170/90 

55940/55 


UJ5. dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs * 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 


Not received 


Price of goM dosed fn London Friday at $lft&2fl/c 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: You have an opportunity 
early in the day to study your environment and improve 
conditions in the home. Later you are able to invite 
congeniais into your home and entertain than, but don't 
become involved in any controvers ies 
. ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact a financial expert 
for advice you need regarding a new project you have in 
mind. Allow time to engage in favorite hobby. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 201 Go over reports and 
make sure there are no errors in them. Make sure you 
carry through with promises you have made to others. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Put your fmawjp f affair s 
in better order so that paying bills does not seem so 
difficult. Cut down on unnecessary expenses. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21 1 Try to be more 
objective in han dli ng any matters that crop bp today and 
you get excellent results. Be logical. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Stop procrastinating and rid 
yourself of petty annoyances that keep you from g»wifr» g 
your aims; Take needed health treatments. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Fine day to be with 
friends and to exchange good ideas for mutual betterment, 
solving personal problems. Control your temper. 

LIBRA I Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Handle those civic matters 
well that will stamp yon as an excellent citizen. Show more 
concern for the welfare of family members. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Before you make a 
radical change in your affairs, think about it carefully. 
Avoid expenditures that are too costly. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Make plans to 
improve the. quality of your work and become more 
successful. Strive. for happiness. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Modem ideas can be 
most helpful to you now provided you get the backing you 
need. Try not to criticize others. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you attend to 
personal duties eariy in the day you'll have time to engage 
in favorite hobby later. Express happiness. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Take time to work on a 
particular talent you have so you can advance in career 
matters. Make new friends in the evening. 


Jordan’s largest and most 

Renowned. Chinese restaurant 

offers you a gourmet's trip 
to the Far East via superior 
oriental cuisine- and authen- 
tic northern Chinese and 
. Cantonese dishes. 

TAKE OUT ORDERS AVAILABLE 

r, . . »- ■- 
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Marijuana and cocaine compete with coffee 
as Colombia’s main foreign exchange earner 


By Sarita Kendall 

BOGOTA, (F.T.) — Colombia’s 
m a i p single source of foreign 
earnings has traditionally be- 
en coffee, but since the mid 
1970’s cocaine and marijuana 
have begun to compete, even 
at the recent high price for 
coffee beans. Attorney gene- 
ral Jaime Serrano Rueda told 
a visiting delegation from the 
United States Congressional 
Committee on Narcotics Abu- 
se and Control that he esti- 
mates current Colombian in- 
come from drug traffic kin g at 
$8 bn. annually. 

Most experts feel that this 
figure is far too high, and 
their estimates range from $l 
billion to $3 billion -- coffee 
exports last year were worth 
SI .4 bn. and foreign ea rn i n gs 
totalled $2.2 bn. 

Illicit dollars 

The flood of currency has 


contributed to Colombia's gra- 
ve economic problems. Not 
only do many of the drug 
dollars go straight into circu- 
lation but the attractiveness 
of marijuana as a low invest- 
ment, high profit, cash crop 
Is causing a drop in food pro- 
duction and boasting inflation. 

Official attempts to hinder 
me exchange of illicit dollars 
for pesos has merely reinforc- 
ed the tendency towards a 
parallel economy, complete 
with its own bankers and ex- 
orbitant interest rates. In the 
lawless Guajira region where 
smuggling is a universal oc- 
cupation, the central bank 
has had to cut right back on 
the purchase of dollar bills be- 
cause the sheer volume of th- 
em was too great for the ba- 
nk's vaults. 

The recently published re- 
port of the U.S. committee led 
by Congressman Lester Wolff 
stresses the “prevalence of lo- 
cal high level corruption," as 


Hie export of marijuana and cocaine from Colombia 
earns as much foreign currency as coffee, the staple 
crop. A leading local coffee grower argues that the only 
solution is to legalise cannabis consumption. 


a factor contributing to the 
widespread lack of respect for 
government and authorities. 
Not only have several senior 
secret police officers been ar- 
rested for drug trafficking 
but even the. man in the stre- 
et knows that some of the 
biggest drug smugglers are 
untouchable because of their 
high -political standing. Before 
last month’s congressional el- 
ections, the Magdalena Cons- 
ervative Senator accused his 
own party rival of receiving 
campaign funds from the drug 
organisations in exchange for 
the inclusion of Mafia names 
on the electoral slate. 


Marijuana plantations 

Justice Minister Cesar Go- 
mez Estrada estimates that in 
two states alone 30.000 hec- 
tares are currently under mar- 
ijuana crops, while half as 
much again is spread across 
the rest of the country. Over 
a ton a year of powerful mar- 
ijuana is harvested from each 
hectare, selling for $10,000 
to $50,000 per ton. according 
to quality, quantity and prox- 
imity to shipping point. 

High agricultural standards, 
with efficient irrigation syst- 
ems and full mechanisation, as 
well as the generous wages 
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which easily draw farm la- 
bour away from low paid le- 
gitimate work, testify to the 
financial backing behind the 
marijuana plantations. 

Hundreds of clandestine air- 
strips throughout the Guajira 
peninsula and the immense 
eastern Llanos plains, as well 
as long coastlines on two oc- 
eans, make vigilance near Im- 
possible. Despite recent inter- 
ventions by Colombian jet fi- 
ghters and gun boats, individ- 
ual marijuana shipments of up 
to & hundred tons still regu- 
larly leave the country. Tran- 
sport varies from small Ces- 
sna planes to the DC-6 which 
can carry over ten tons of 
marijuana, and from fishing 
boats to large freighters that 
dock regularly in Caribbean 
ports. 

Cocaine output 

Cocaine is even more diffi- 
cult to control, and local nar- 
cotics officers estimate that 
from three thousand to ten 
thousand kilograms per mon- 
th of refined cocaine pass th- 
rough Colombia. The Bogota 
purchase price is around 
$15,000 per kilo. By the time 
the drug reaches the consum- 
ers it has been cut to 10 per 
cent purity and is priced at 
$60 to $100 for a single gram 
at an overall profit of 6,666 
per cent on the pure drug. 
Seventy per cent of the coca- 
ine sold in the United States 
is believed to be refined in 
Colombia.. 

Little coca has traditionally 
been grown In Colombia, mo- 
st of it reaching the country 
as part refined paste from the 
legal crops of Peru and Bo- 
livia. However, over the last 
year investigators have found 
new plantations in various pa- 
rts of the country, as well as 
disturbing signs that the hero- 
in producers may be moving 
in. Police pressures on opium 
poppy production in Mexico 
seem to be behind the disco- 
very of several experimental 
sowings in Valle and Cauca 
states. 

Disciplined syndicates 

Congressman Wolff reports 
that U.S. agents consider that 
“cocaine traffic Is dominated 
by disciplined syndicates who- 
se overall structure is super- 
ior to any other organisations 
in South America. Some gro- 


ups operate as underworld 
multinational corporations, ve- 
rtically integrated from the 
clandestine laboratories in Co- 
lombia to the state-side dist- 
ributors." 

A senior narcotics officer In 
Bogota said the trafficking 
organisations are becoming 
almost impossible to infiltrate 
as their methods grow more 
sophisticated and police equi- 
pment fails to keep pace. The 
United States recently donat- 
ed three helicopters for narco- 
tics operations but Colombians 
who put the responsibility fi- 
rmly on the U.S. where the 
drug market lies, consider this 
a meagre contribution. 

A high percentage of coca- 
ine sales income - - and a lo- 
wer proportion of marijuana 
earnings; which are more fre- 
quently in local Colombian 
hands -* remains outside the 
country, and large amounts 
arc invested in incoming con- 
traband. Transactions in dol- 
lars are also common in Co- 
lombia, but a minimum of ha- 
lf a billion illicit dollars a ye- 
ar are changed through quasi- 
legal channe ls into circulating 
pesos. 

New rich Investments 

Since the government’s ex- 
change clamp-down, big sums 
In U.S. currency are reported 
to fetch as much as twenty 
per cent less than the official 
rate. Typically, the new rich 
are putting their drug profits 
into urban land and housing, 
cattle ranches, restaurants and, 
wherever possible, the big 
financial corporations traditio- 
nally controlled by the Colom- 
bian oligarchy. 

There Is a small but grow- 
ing lobby for the legalisation 
of marijuana exports as the 
only method of regulating the 
trade and channelling some of 
the income into state coffers. 
The tendency In the principal 
consuming countries to decri- 
minalise cannabis consumption 
is quoted by an influential 
coffee grower, Senor Leonidas 
Londono, in an argument th- 
at die very illegality of the 
drug causes most social and 
economic harm. And Senor 
Londono joins many other Co- 
lombians In extolling die ex- 
cellent quality of the country’s 
marijuana. 
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THE BETTER HALF 

By Barnes 



\ . . and thanks for this food, and let Stanley keep his 
derogatory remarks to himself." 
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Jabal Amman First Circle teL 
25592 announces good news to 
our customers. 

We. have now famous Leba- 
nese cooks and staff and we 
are ready to offer Lebanese 
qpecialrties as well as oriental 
and European cuisine at the' 
most reasonable prices. 


Hoick TIcalH CHINCSE 


RESTAURANT 


Restaurants for breasted 
chicken and light snacks. 
Take home, lunch or dlnt^ 
Jabal Amman, First Circle. 

Tel. 21083. Jabal Ai Luwdb- 
deh. Hawuz Circle. TeL 30646 
■Jabal Al Hussein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. TeL. 21781. 
Alto in Zarka and Irbed. 


First Chinese restaurant tn 
Jordan. 

First Circle, Jabal Amman, mm? 
the AhByah School or flat 
TeL 38968. Open daBy ttvm 
'noon to 330 pjn. and 8:39 pa 
to- midnight. 

Also take home service - a « 
by phone. 


r ui 


rcr/TTE 

IgTEAkHOt^ 



Flras Wings Hotel, Jabal 
Al I.uwelbdeh. TeL 22103/4- 
Cholce of THREE set me- 
mn dally for lunch, and- a 
la carte. ' : - 

Open 12-3 pjii, and 7-11 
pan. Specialty . steaks. . 



For advertising In above columns contact 
M Soot Wa Soura*TeL 38869. . 

‘ Open fawn 9 m to 1 pjn, and 4-6 pjn. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


BBC RADIO 


Channel S & 6: 

630 Qaiu 
&15 Cartoons 
630 Arabic Proennnme 
7:00- Partridge family 
830 News In Arabic 
11:00 Newt ia Arabic 
rinmnd 3 Z 

730 Agriculture programme 
830 Arabic series 
920 Reportage 


1030 Arabic Series 

Channel 6: 

730 News In Hebrew 
7M5 Filler 
830 Rhode 
930 Variety 

9:10 Documentary 
1030 News in English 
10:15 Jordan’s Water: A Re- 
port on Rival C3atro 
1Q35 Crown Court 


RADIO JORDAN 


730 

730 

WO 

1030 

11X03 

10:15 

1L-00 

1200 

1203 

13.-00 

13sOS 

14.30 


M nm hig abOW 
Ne ws bu lletin 

Morning show 
News headlines 
Morning sbow 
Play of the weak 
Signing off 
News headlines 
Pop Mia 
News summary 
Pop session 
News batata 


1430 Arab santism 
14,-45 Water ways 
15:00 Concert Hour 


16.-00 

17:00 

1730 

18.-00 

1835 

TWO 

19:10 

1930 


Pop 

French mode 
Pop se s sion 
News s u mm ary 
Jumping Jack Hub 
News bu lto t t n 

Mintir 

ett 


can — 

0530 News; Press Review 
05:15 About Britain 
0530 Music tor Voices 

05. -45 World Today 

06. -00 News; Press Review 
0530 Tarry Wogan 

07. -00 New*: News about Bri- 

tain 

07:15 From the Weeklies 
0730 Do You Re m emb e r ? 
07:45 Letter from London 
08:00 News; Reflections 
08:15 Europe 

0830 Performance 

0900 New* Press Seviow 
09:15 World Today 
0930 Financial News 
09.45 Thirty Minute Theatre 
10:25 About Britain 
1030' Matthew on Music 
1130 New* News about Bri- 
tain 

11:15 Eoropa 

1130 You are what, you eat 
1200 Radio Newsreel 
1215 Jazz for the Asking 
12-45 Sports Round-up 
1300 News: Co mm entary 


13:15 People and Politics 
1330 Theme and Variations 
1 4.-00 News 

14:15 Do You Remember ? 
1430 What's New 
1530 Kfi-bo Newsreel 
15:15 Saturday Special 
16:00 News; Commentary 
1615 Saturday Special 
17:00 News Sranm&ry; Satur- 
day Special 
What’s New 
Sports Round-up 
New* News about Br- 
itain 

1615 Radio Newsreel 
1830 Theatre of the Air 
1930 Frank Chadafield 
3030 News; Commentary 
People end Politics 
Command Performance 
Scotland Today 
The Melody Makers 
letter from London 
Books and Writers 
New* Music Now 
Reflections 
Sports Round-Up 
News; Commentary 
Letterbox 


17:15 

17:45 

1830 


20:15 

2030 

2130 

21:15 

2130 

2140 

2230 

22-40 

2245 

2330 

23:15 


2330 Jazz for the Asking 

VOICE OF AMERICA 


emergencies 


Doctors : 

Amman s 

Bassam Aisbeed p MNl 
OrnuMlr (37935) 

Irtnd: 

Amin Aba Abdo 0278) 
Zarqa: 

Yahqra Tarifi (B2884) 

Taxis : 

Threq (23024) 


Neel (44433) 
Afali (21127) 

Pharmacies : 

Amman: 

Sabbagh (23157) 
Fares (83938) 
Ottoman (74497) 

UU: 

Alwabdah 

Zarqa: 

Tanq 


GMT 

0330 

to 

0630 

1730 

17:15 

J730 

1830 


The Break few Show: 
News 

on the hour and 28 min 
after each hour. 

News and New Pro- 
ducta USA 
Critics Choice 
issues in the News 
Special English. News/ 
Words and their Stor- 
ies, Feature : People b 
America. News ~ 


1830 SHOW Music USA 
1930 News and Topical Re- 
ports 

19:15 News Horizons 
1930 Studio One 
2030 Special English. News/ 
Words and their Stories 
20:15 Hte Concert Ball 
2130 News and New Produc- 
ts USA 

21:15 Critics Ontoe 
2130 Issues to the News 
2330 World News; 

«7 


AMMAN AIRPORT 
Arrivals : Departures : 

630 Damascus. Munich, Fra- 
nkfurt (LH) 

7:45 Cairo (EA) 830 Aqaba 

&25 Dubai (AZ) 8:15 Pans (AF) 

835 Muscat, Doha 8*5 Beirut (MEA) 

8:45 Tehran 8:45 Cairo (EA) 

930 Karachi, Dubai 930 Beirut 

930 Kuwait 9'-l° Rome (AZ) 

1030 Benghazi 

MO Kuwait (Tarom) 10:40 Bucharest (Tarotn) 

930 Aqaba 1130 Vienna. Amsterdam. Br- 

11:15 Beirut ussds „ 

1730 Copenhagen, Frankfurt 1130 Paris. Copenhagen 
1830 Tfr-nghnzi 1230 London 

1830 Cairo 1330 Cnirif 

1&45 Dnmasrus 

1935 Damascus 18.-45 Jeddah 

20:00 Beirut (MBA) 2030 Jeddah 

2030 London (BA) 2030 Kuwait 

24^5 J eddah 2130 Abu Dhabi. Dubai 

03.-40 Rawalpindi (BA) 02:00 Damascus 

M;I5 Damascus 04:40 London (BA) 

• 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

American Centre (USE) — — TeL 41520 

British Council - " 38147-8 

French Cultural Centre " 37009 

.Goethe Institute * 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre " 44203 

Amman Municipal library " 36111 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Ambulance (government) TeL 75111 

CM defence rescue " 24391-4 

Fire headquarters “ 22090 

Ffratald, Are, poHee - 19 

Jordan Hectric Power Co. (emergency) .... 38381-2 

Mun icip al water service, (emergency) 37111-43 

Police headquarters " 39141 

Najdeh roving panel rescue poBce, (Fngilafa 
spoken) 24 hours a day for amgency help " 2111L 37777 

Airport inf ormation (Aba) " 55205 
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U.N. council expected 
to condemn Rhodesian 
invasion of Zambia 


UNITED NATIONS, March 17 (AP) - - Diplomats generally predicted 
that the United Nations’ Security Council would adopt a resolution later 
today to condemn Rhodesia’s recent invasion of Zambia and call on Britain 
to put “a speedy end” to the rebellious territory’s white-minority govern- 
ment. The 15-nation council expected to finish debate on a Zambian com- 
plaint against the March 6-8 invasion at its third meeting on the subject in 


endorse publicly the internal 
settlement between white Rho- 
desian Prime Minister Smith 
and the moderate blacks. 

Chief Chirau, Bishop Muzo- 
rewa and the Rev. Ndabaningi 
Si thole are co-signers of the 
agreement with Mr. Smith. 


Italian parliament votes 
new cabinet into office 


ROME March 17 (AP)- — Premier Giulia Andreotti’s 
new all-Christian Democrat government was voted 
into office early today by a majority that inducted 
the Communists for the first time in three years. The 
voting in the Chamber and the Senate was carried out 
in a tense atmosphere soon after Marxist terrorists 
kidnapped Signor Aldo Moro, Christian Democrat 
leader and probable next president. 

The government drew an overwhelming vote with 
most politicians calling for a united front against the 
escalation of political violence. * 

The vote sealed the largest majority ever in Italy’s 
post-war parliament. 

Rightist opposition came from the conservative 
Liberals and the neo-Fasdst Italian Social Movement 
which objected to the Commimist-Christian Democ- 
rat pact while two small leftist parties also verted 
against the government. 


Carter 

warns 

Soviets 


WINSTON-SALEM, North Ca- 
rolina March 17 (AP). - U.S. 
President Jimmy Carta: today 
coupled, a call for a strong 
defence programme with a 
warning to the Soviet Union 
and Cuba chat military restra- 
int is a two-way street. 

In his first major defence 
policy address since taking of- 
fice, President Carter said the 
United States stands ready to 
cooperate with the Soviets on 
social, scientific and economic 
programmes. Then he added 
a caution: "But if they fail 
to demonstrate restraint in 
missile programmes and other 
force levels and in the proj- 
ection of Soviet or proxy for- 
ces into other lands and con- 
tinents, then popular support 
in the United States for such 
cooperation will erode." 

President Carter made no 
direct mention of Soviet and 
Cuban forces in Africa, but 
his meaning was clear. 


U.S. Senate approves Panama Canal Accord 


as many days. 


The resolution also commen- 
ded Zambia for supporting Rh- 
odesia guerrillas in a "just and 
legitimate struggle for ... free- 
dom’’ and said that in case of 
further Rhodesian attacks on 
Zambia, the council would me- 
et again to consider "more eff- 
ective measures”. 

The Rhodesian army said it 
raided a guerrilla camp in 
Zambia, killed 38 Rhodesian 
guerrillas of the Patriotic Fro- 
n,: organisation and saw no 
Zambians around. Zambia, on 
the other hand, said 22 Zambi- 
an soldiers were killed and 
did not mention guerrillas. 

Indian Ambassador Rikhi Jai- 
paJ introduced the resolution 
yesterday on behalf of seven 
sponsors -- India, Kuwait, Bo- 
livia and the three African me- 
mbers of the council, Gabon, 
Mauritius and Nigeria. 

Kuwaiti Ambassador Abdul- 
lah Yaqoub Bishara accused 
the Rhodesian government of 
attacking Zambia, Botswana. 
Angola and Mozambique to fo- 
rce them to abandon their op- 
position to white rule in Rho- 
desia. 

Canadian Ambassador Willi- 
am Barton said the raid result- 
ed from “the senseless determi- 
nation of a repressive adminis- 
tration to maintain its privi- 
leges at whatever cost”. 

Pretoria meeting 

Meanwhile, in Washington. 
State Department officials said 
the U.S. will have an observer 


Zaire executes 


By Kenneth Sharpe 

WASHINGTON, (WFS) — A 
new warning that a large part 
of the Antarctic ice-cap could 
melt in 50 years time, sub- 
merging whole countries in 
the resulting . rise in sea-level, 
has come from an American 
scientist. 

Professor J. H. ' Mercer, of 
the Institute of Polar Studies 
at the Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio, says that fos- 
sil fuels, such as coal and 
oil. are Increasing the amo- 
unt of carbon dioxide in the 
air and that this in turn is 
creating a "greenhouse-warm- 
ing” effect in the atmosphere. 

He says: "I contend that a 
major disaster --a rapid five 
metres rise In sea level caus- 
ed by deglaciation of West 
Antarctica -- may be immin- 
ent or already in progress.” 
Such a rise in sea-level would 
submerge low-lying countries 
such as the Netherlands, and 
also low regions of other co- 
untries, such as eastern Bri- 
tain, Florida in the United St- 
ates, and millions of acres of 
land in all other parts of the 
world. 

Carbon dioxide warming 

The contention of Professor 
Mercer, reported in the inter- 
national science magazine Na- 
ture, and many other scienti- 
sts studying the “greenhouse- 
warming" effect; is that the 
worldwide use of fossil fuels 
to run industry and transpeat 
and to heat homes Is- resulting 
in increasing amounts of car- 
bon dioxide gas being trapped 
in the atmosphere, which is 


from its South African Embas- 
sy at today’s meeting in Preto- 
ria between British diplomat 
John Graham and Jack Gaylard 
of Rhodesia's white minority 
government. 

The meeting will give Mr. 
Graham a chance to formally 
explain the Anglo-American 
call for a meeting with all 
Rhodesian factions to the gov- 
ernment of rebei Prime Minis- 
ter Ian Smith. 

U.S. Secretary of State Cy- 
rus Vance and British Foreign 
Secretary David Owen have al- 
ready met with the leading bl- 
ack nationalist groups, includ- 
ing the two which are waging 
guerrilla war from outside the 
country. 

State Department sources, 
speaking privately, said so far 
the United States has no indi- 
cation that the guerrilla lead- 
ers are willing to sit down with 
the other black nationalists 
and with Mr. Smith. 

London talks 

In London, meanwhile, there 
was a flurry of diplomatic ac- 
tivity yesterday on the Rhode- 
sian issue, with black nationa- 
list leader Bishop Abel Muzore- 
wa arriving in London for talks 
with Foreign Secretary Owen. 

In another development, Chi- 
ef Jeremiah Chirau, another 
black Rhodesian leader now in 
London, told a news conferen- 
ce that he has asked Britain’s 
opposition Conservative Party 
leader Margaret Thatcher to 


13 “plotters” 


being wanned up by this phe- 
nomenon. Professor Mercer 
says this is particularly mag- 
nified in high latitudes, and 
that the computed temperatu- 
re rise at latitude 80 degrees 
South, that is, m the Antarc- 
tic, could lead to rapid geg- 
Iadation. 

If fossil fuels continue to 
be used at their present inc- 
reasing rate, then the conce- 
ntration of carbon dioxide ne- 
cessary to bring about major 
climatic changes such as die 
melting of the Antarctic ice 
will be reached in 50 years 
from now -- about 2030 
or, if consumption of fossil 
fuels Is held at today’s level. 
In about 200 years time. 

Some scientists believe that 
It is already too late, and that 
even if there was a massive 
conversion to other sources of 
energy, such as nuclear pow- 
er and solar energy, it is still 
too late, because of the am- 
ount of time It would take to 
achieve such conversion. 

The scientists who are car- 
rying out this research are die 
first to admit that the models 
they have used to chart what 
might happen vary because of 
the differing techniques used, 
while there are those who fe- 
el that factors such as season- 
al variability of snow and ice 
cover could Indicate global 
cooling instead of botting-up. 

Professor Mercer, however. 


WASHINGTON March 17 (AP; 
— The U.S. Senate gave gr- 
udging approval yesterday to 
the first of two Panama Can- 
al Treaties, clearing the way 
for action on a second accord 
that would gradually return 
the waterway to Panama by 
the United States. 

The vote count was 68 to 
32, one vote more than the 
two-thirds margin required by 
the Constitution. 

The vote occurred on the 
22nd day of debate and after 
intensive last-minute lobbying 
by the Carter administration 
and the Democratic and Re- 
publican Party leaders of the 
senate. 

The Neutrality Treaty app- 
roved yesterday commits the 
United States and Panama to 
guarantee that the canal will 
remain open to all shipping 
after Jan. 1, 2000, when the 
Panamanian government wou- 
ld assume control of the wa- 
terway. 

It is the second part of the 
treaty, which will be taken 
up next month, that would 
actually turn over the canal 
to Panama. 

The agreement was amended 
to include language establish- 
ing the right of the United 
States to intervene, militarily 
If necessary, to keep the canal 
open. Another change guara- 
ntees U.S. warships the right 
to move to the head of the 
line to go through the canal 
in time of emergency. 

The Senate now moves im- 
mediately to begin debate of 
the second treaty, which dea- 
ls with the transfer of control 
Several senators said their vo- 
tes for the Neutrality Treaty 
should not be taken as an in- 


says: "We cannot afford to let 
the atmosphere carry out the 
experiment before taking ac- 
tion. because if the results co- 
nfirm the prognosis, and we 
should know one way or the 
other before the end. of the 
century, it will be too late to 
remedy the situation. ” Since 
about 1940, temperatures have 
dropped over much of the No- 
rthern Hemisphere, but the fe- 
eling is that this has lulled 
us into a false sense of secu- 
rity. In Antarctica, the wann- 
ing trend has been confirmed, 
however, by scientific measu- 
rements. 

Five metre sea level rise 

If the scientists such as Pro- 
fessor Mercer are right, then 
what will happen is that much 
of western Antarctica will, 
quite simply, melt away, ad- 
ding about five metres to the 
sea level of every coast. The 
Antarctic Icesheet consists of 
two unequal parts, the main- 
ly land-based sheet of the ea- 
st and the younger and smal- 
ler ice sheet of the west whi- 
ch is mostly marine-based and 
includes the Ross ice-shelf and 
the Ronne ice-shelf. Because 
of its nature, the western part 
of the icecap is more suscep- 
tible to temperature change, 
and if the ice-shelves melted 
because of increased tempera- 
tures 8Q would much of the 


dication they had decided to 
vote for the second treaty. 

Senate Majority Leader Ro- 
bert C. Byrd was trying to 
get an agreement setting a 
date early in April for the 
vote on the second treaty. 

No euphoria in P anama 

In Panama City, business 
activity yesterday stopped for 
20 minutes and Panamanians 
clustered around radios to fol- 
low the U.S. Senate vote. 

The decisive 67th "yes” vo- 
te brought smiles to those ar- 
ound the radios. But the tre- 
aty had been amended and 


By Warren E. Leary 
Washington (apj — u.s. 

government scientists soon 
will begin long-awaited tests 
to assess potential risks of 
recombinant DNA research, 
a controversial form of gene- 
tic manipulation that could 
revolutionise biology. 

Even before these first te- 
sts begin, probably in April, 
critics are saying the experi- 
ments into possible hazards 
should have been done before 
scientists made their commit- 
ent to gene-splitting - - pos- 
sible benefits notwithstanding. 

National Institutes of Hea- 
lth (NIH) scientists will do the 
risk assessment at two faci- 
lities near Washington. 


years 

marine Ice-sheet over west 
Antarctica. 

The result of this would be 
the rising of sea-level and the 
splitting of the massive con- 
tinent of Antarctica into east 
Antarctica, about two-thirds 
of the present total, and a 
few shattered islands which 
would be all that was left of 
west Antarctica. 

A warning sign of the be- 
ginning of the break-up of 
west Antarctica would be if 
the ice-shelves began to bre- 
ak-up, and Professor Mercer 
calls for a satellite watch on 
the shelves to monitor any 
such trend. He also points to 
the need for more sophistica- 
ted climatic modelling to give 
more accurate forecasts. 

In any case, there is a bo- 
dy of opinion among scient- 
ists studying the Antarctic th- 
at the western ice-sheet is in- 
herently unstable, and could 
break up over about 100 yea- 
rs because of its own volition 
rather than from any man- 
made climatic changes. 

In the natural course of ev- 
ents, the level of warmth wh- 
ich might melt the ice of the 
west Antarctic might be rea- 
ched about once in half a 
million years, perhaps as a 
consequence of a combination 
of the astronomic factors wh- 
ich are now seen as responsi- 
ble for the timing of the ma- 
jor glacial-interglacial climatic 
changes. 

The only thing. Professor 
Mercer believes, that would 
make this happen in the fore- 
seeable future would be man's 
massive injections of carbon 
dioxide gas into the atmos- 
phere. 


Gen. O mar Torrijos. as his sp- 
okesmen put it, “was not eu- 
phoric”. 

Panama's principal concern 
was an amendment sponsored 
by Sen. Dennis Deconcini, Re- 
publican -Arizona, which prov- 
ides that if the canal is at- 
tacked or its operation inter- 
fered with, the United States 
or Panama has the right to 
use military force to restore 
normal operations. 

Panama’s senior treaty ne- 
gotiator, Romulo Escobar Bet- 
han court, said Gen. Torrijos' 
government will study Senate 
amendments to the Neutrality 
Accord “to see if they violate 


Learning if organisms alte- 
red by recombinant DNA me- 
thods can infect animals and 
survive outside special labo- 
ratory conditions has been ta- 
lked about for more than a 
year. Experiments were sup- 
posed to have begun last No- 
vember. 

A lawsuit by Ferdinand 
Mack delayed the startup. 
The Frederick, Maryland, law- 
yer contended the experime- 
nts at nearby Fort Detrick 
did not comply with national 
environmental laws. On Feb. 
23. a U.S. district court judge 
ruled the experiments posed 
no substantial human risk. An 
appeals court upheld the de- 
cision last week. 

Recombinant DNA research 
manipulates deoxyribonucleic 
acid (DNA), the basic genetic 
component of life. The resea- 
rch splits and transfers gene- 
tic material from one species 
of organism to another, creat- 
ing life forms not found nat- 
urally. 

Proponents say the work 
may unravel questions basic 
biology. They also think ex- 
periments could lead to new 
drugs and vaccines. Plants th- 
at do not need fertilizer, and 
microorganism “factories” th- 
at could make large quantities 
of insulin. 

Dangers and risks 

Critics say the work could 


the intent of the treaties.” 

In a broadcast statement, 
he said Panama will not acc- 
ept any change "that impedes 
the spirit of the treaty,” or 
is found to “be an affront to 
the dignity of Panama," or 
“impedes Panama exercising 
its sovereignty over the canal 
zone’’ 

He added: ‘The government 
does not want any foreign, tr- 
oops in Panama after the year 
2000 ." 

Correspondents gathered ou- 
tside Gen. Torrijos* office, 
but Panama’s leader sent a 
spokesman out to say he wo- 
uld not comment on the vote. 


build virulent disease organis- 
ms. Should they escape the 
laboratory, critics contend, hu- 
mans, animals and plants mi- 
ght be caught without defen- 
ses. 

These concerns led NIH to 
issue safety guidelines for the 
research in 1.976. Congress st- 
ill is considering legislation 
to limit and control the work. 

"The risks still ail remain 
potential," Dr. William J. Gar- 
tland. Director of NUTs Of- 
fice of Recombinant DNA 
Activities, said in an intervi- 
ew. “People have been doing 
recombinant DNA work for 
four years and have had no 
ill effects.” 

Critics like Dr. Jonathan 
King, a biologist at the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Techn- 
ology, say assessing a new 
technology should be done be- 
fore any commitment is made 
to It. He says many scientists 
are moving into recombinant 
DNA research with little proof 
that it is as safe as they be- 
lieve. 

Mr. King agreed with pro- 
ponents that the most common 
host organism now used in 
the research, a bacterium cal- 
led escherichia coll K-12, pro- 
bably is sale. 

“But there are definite in- 
dications some other host or- 
ganisms are being used or 
contemplated and we have no 
idea what the risks associat- 
ed with them are,” he said. 


BY CHARLES H. GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

* 1978 by Cm cage Tribune 


Q.1— North -South vulner- 
able, as South you hold: 

♦K7 ?AJ92 OKQ82 +AJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 
Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 NT 3 ♦ 

2 

What action do you take? 

QJS— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+KQ10952 <?7 0K32+J105 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East Sooth West 

1 0 Pass 1- ♦ Pass 

2 V Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+QJ943 <784 0A76 +952 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East Sooth West 

2 <9 Pass 2 + Pass 

3 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+Q105 <?6 0QJ83 +98643 



The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South 
1 *7 Dble. ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+9862 <?Q107 010763 +83 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 0 Dble. Pass 1 + 
Pass 3 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+762 <?A8 OQ5 +AKJ1075 
The bidding has proceeded: 
Neath East Sooth West 

1 Pass 2 + Pass 

2 <7 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.7— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+J92 ?75 0AJ87 +KJ63 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South 
1 + DUe. ? 

What action do you take? 

0.8— Blast- West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

+KQ85 UAJ107 0 62 +KJ$ 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 0 DUe. Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


KINSHASA, Zaire March 17 (AP). — Thirteen soldiers and 
civilians were executed in Zaire today, after being sentenced to 
death yesterday by a military court for plotting against the 
regime of President Mobutu Sese Seko. A 14th person --a 
woman adjutant -- was reprieved from facing the firing squad. 

The 14 sentenced to death were among 91 Zairese whose 
trial for plotting against the state started before the military 
court last week and ended yesterday. The military prosecutor 
had asked for 28 death sentences. Most of the accused were mi- 
litary, including two majors. 

The discovery of the alleged plot followed rural riots in the 
central Bandundu Province which were quelled in an alleged 
bloodbath, according to opponents of President Mobutu. Official 
Zairese and Belgian sources confirmed the uprising and succeed- 
ing measures. 


Antarctic ice - cap thawing 
threatens to submerge whole 
countries within 50 


A scientist in the United States has predicted that in 
50 years, if fossO fuels continue to be used, the western 
part of Antarctica will melt and the resultant rise in sea- 
level will swamp whole countries. 


Genetic manipulation risks come 
under U.S. government scrutiny 



fhfna announces nuclear test explosion 

TOKYO, March 17 (AP). — China announced today h hrs 
“successfully” conducted » new nuclear test explosion on Wed- 
nesday. The announcement was made by Peking Radio in a CM- 
nese-ianguage broadcast monitored in Tokyo. TTw broadcast said 
“all persons engaged in research and manufacturing ol nuclear 
weapons have pledged to make fresh contribution to promotion 
of modernisation of China’s national defence.** However, the 
broadcast made no mention on the yield range, test site, mod 
other details of the exploded nuclear device. 


Bomb blast lcfflg 5 Turkish students 


ISTANBUL, March 17 (R). — Five students were killed and . 
45 wounded when a bomb was thrown on the campus of Istanbul 
University here yesterday, police reported. They said the bomb 
was thrown at a group of leftist students as they entered the 
university after lunch. They had all gone through security checks. 
The five students died on the spot and 45 others were taken to 
hospital. Fourteen of them were said to have serious injuries. In 
a separate incident earlier in the day, the head of Istanbul's 
Police Political Department, Mr. Ugur Gur, was shot and wound, 
ed when gunmen ambushed his car near the city walls. 


Another black S. African "homeland*’ 


SIBASA, South Africa, March 17 (Agencies)..—- The South 
African Bantustan of Venda will shortly request its independence; 
sources close to the black homeland’s tribal executive said here 
last night. Venda would be the third of South Africa’s nine Ban* 
tustans to be granted independence under Pretoria's apartheid 
policies, after the Transkei in October, 1976 and Bophuthatswana 
last December. But before independence, South Africa would re- 
i?ove a strip of territory on the frontier with Rhodesia, along the 
Limpopo River, so that Venda would be entirely surrounded by 
South Africa. The move would be intended to “halt guerrilla in- 
filtrations” in case an antl-South-African regime came to power 
in Salisbury, observers said. 


Vanguard 1 marks 20 space years 

WASHINGTON, March 17 (AP). — Vanguard 1. the world's 
longest orbiting satellite, celebrates its 20th year in space today 
and expects to stay up another 400 years or so. The only three 
satellites launched before Vanguard 1, Russia's Sputnik 1 and 2 
and America’s Explorer 1, long ago fell bade into the atmosphere. 
Vanguard 1 has outlived them because atmospheric drag Is mini- 
mal on its small size and high orbit The grapefruit-sized space- 
craft weighs only 3.25 pounds and its orbital path ranges out to 
2,458 miles. The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, which develop- 
ed the satellite, estimates it. should remain aloft another four 
centuries. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bab Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




3-«? 


WHAT HE WAS 
AWARPEI7 WHEN HE 
©RAC7UATEC7 FROM . 
TRAIN INS SCHOOL/ 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A tJl - HEX* 1 1 3 " 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterdays 


Jumbles: SNARL GUILE TURKEY CASHEW 

Answer: Why a truck driver who was going the 

wrong way down a one-way street wasn't 
arrested -HE WAR WALKING 


CROSSWORD PUZZif 


ACROSS 


28. 

31. 


1. Sparoidfish 
4. Neptune 
7. Unmixed 32. 

11. One: dialectic 33. 

12. 100 square 35. 
meters 

13. Miss 
Fitzgerald 

14. Appendix 

16. Marsh hen 

17. Treatment 

18. Nuclear 
20. Gem surface 

22. Sesame 

23. Trygve 

Halvdan 

24. Deemed 
proper 


38. 

39. 

40. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 


■ 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

hi 

■ 

■ 


Guaranteed 

College 

league 

Size of coal 

New stars 

Marvel 

Enzyme 

Gist or crux 

Envied 

Peel 

Pewter coin 
Guido’s note 
Coasting ve- 
hicle 
Sait, in 
chemistry 
Edge 
DOWN 
Algonquian 


H0H nraSGE 23E 

Hsu asiaa gee 
HEaiaSQSa EEH 
r,JS E0 B SSEES 

aanns hse 
S atan aaa sna 
Hcaa asm oaaa 

Han aaaiia 

he a snnHSGDsa 
qbq anna ess 

Q0QQ 


YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION 


2. Up: comb, 
form 

3. Minimizes 

4. Shoelace 

5. Biblical 
character 



3 /II 43. 


Associated 
Orange blos- 
som oil 
Ancient king- 
dom 
Hawaiian 
noble 
Soapstone 
Noun suffix 
Cabbage 
trees 
Sunshine 
State: abbr. 
Sloths 
Exposes 
Metalworker 
Girfs name 
Bad: prefix 
Agreed 
Robot drama 
Maritime 
Simple sugar 
Electric units: 
abbr. 
Contract 
Dark plain on 
(he moon 
Medieval 
money . 
Yale . 

Weir 
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